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Dear Councillor  

 

Objection to Planning Application 14/00175/OUT 

 

Outline application for the erection of up to 75 residential units with associated 

access on land south of playing field, Trumacar Lane, Middleton Road, Heysham  

 

I write on behalf of Dynamo (Lancaster & District Cycle Campaign) with a copy of the 

objection that we have made to the City Council regarding the above planning 

application, which, as a member of the Planning and Highways Regulatory Committee, 

you will be considering in the future. 

 

Our key point is that this development – like previous ones before it - offers no 

contribution at all towards enhancement to cycle provision between Heysham and 

Lancaster.  Unlike Caton, Morecambe or Lancaster University, Heysham does not benefit 

from a direct, safe cycle route to Lancaster and Salt Ayre – and yet, residential 

development in Heysham is expanding all the time.  It is not apparent where the City 

Council or County Council is sourcing funds to improve the active travel infrastructure 

and to alleviate inevitable increases in traffic and carbon emissions if it is not 

forthcoming as part of planning gains from large developments. 

 

The officer’s report on the last development of this kind at Heysham Mossgate, in 

November 2013, swept aside the County Council Cycling Officer’s very modest request 

for additional cycle infrastructure, and Dynamo’s objection was barely mentioned.   

 

We hope that, in the long-term interests of our district, the committee will not take the 

same unquestioning attitude towards this application.  Heysham deserves a decent cycle 

link to the rest of the district.   

 

Yours sincerely 

for Dynamo 

 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Clarke 



COPY OF DYNAMO’S OBJECTION TO PLANNING APPLICATION 14/00175/OUT 

 

OUTLINE APPLICATION FOR THE ERECTION OF UP TO 75 RESIDENTIAL UNITS 

WITH ASSOCIATED ACCESS ON LAND SOUTH OF PLAYING FIELD, TRUMACAR 

LANE, MIDDLETON ROAD, HEYSHAM  

 

 

I write on behalf of Dynamo (Lancaster & District Cycle Campaign). 

  

We are currently campaigning for a cycle route from Snatchems beside the Lune to 

Heysham Moss along existing bridle- and footpaths. This would provide a direct, 

dedicated cycle route to promote everyday commuting. Such a route would be a 

strategic improvement to the existing cycle infrastructure, particularly since Heysham is 

not DIRECTLY linked to Lancaster, White Lund or Salt Ayre - all important destinations 

for work, leisure and shopping. The existing alternatives are the promenade to 

Morecambe (the long way round and frequently very windy) or a choice of two 

unpleasant and frankly dangerous roads.   

  

Obviously one barrier to building this route is going to be funding, and we feel very 

strongly that the City Council should expect developers to contribute more to sustainable 

transport infrastructure around the new houses. As regards cycle and pedestrian access, 

the developers appear to rely on the existing infrastructure and offer no enhancements 

whatsoever. This does not sit well with the NPPF guidance that new proposals should 

attempt to influence the mode of travel to the development in terms of gaining a shift in 

modal split towards non-car modes, thus assisting in meeting the aspirations of current 

national and local planning policy.  

  

Unless increased cycling provision is made from the site towards Lancaster, then the new 

housing will only increase car traffic on routes towards Lancaster, further compounding 

the unsuitability of existing infrastructure for cycling as a mode of transport in this 

popular direction.  

  

I would point out that this is the second time that Dynamo has made this objection to a 

large residential development in Heysham.  On the last occasion the Planning Committee 

rejected our comments.  If the same happens this time, it will be quite clear that the City 

Council is sanguine about permitting large developments piecemeal without taking a 

strategic view of how to mitigate their impact on local transport and the environment in 

general. 

 

 


