
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 12 JANUARY 2012  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Dick Follows, Richard Gibbens, Tim Hamilton-Cox, Dave 

Horton 

1    Minutes of previous meeting 

a.    Chapel Street 

 

Patricia had written for a second time to Wai Kee Leung regarding Chapel Street, saying 

that Butterfield Street needed to be closed off and a significant speed hump was needed 

at the exit from the car park.  No response has been received to either email, so Patricia 

will phone to speak to him. Action:    Patricia 

b.    Lancashire Cycling Strategy 

 

Dick had had some difficulty in persuading Jo Moss to email a copy of the updated draft 

(which will hopefully have something on utility cycling).  This is still awaited. 

c.    Social media 

 

Richard took details of the Dynamo blog and twitter account.  He will speak to Rob to 

ensure that there is a consistent “Dynamo voice” on tweets.  (Unlikely to be a problem 

at this point with only 2 people tweeting from the same account, but best to be 

prepared.)  Most of us are still ignorant of the potential of social media. 

2.    Lancashire Cycle Forum 

 

29 February at 6.00 p.m. at County Hall, Preston.  Dick should be able to attend. 

Action:    Dick 

3.    Towpath 

 

Patricia recalled that she had been contacted by Stephen Higham of British Waterways re 

previous emails about the state of the towpath.  To follow up. 

Action:    Patricia 

4.    Next Lancaster cycle forum 

 

Last heard of as being Monday 6 February at 6 p.m. 

5.    Cyclenation questionnaire 

 

Patricia to complete. 

Action:    Patricia 

6.    Treasurer stuff 

 

Patricia to keep for the time being. 

7.    20′s plenty domain name 

 

John had mentioned that subscription for the domain name expires shortly.  Agreed to 

renew with Dynamo funds. 

Action:    John 



8.    A cycle event 

 

At the previous meeting we had discussed the idea of a “cycling day” at the Friends’ 

Meeting House to get a consensus on lobbying for cycling in the district.  A couple of 

possible dates were proposed, but after some discussion we agreed that we this would 

be uphill work (given the end of the CDT and the disappearance of dedicated employees 

to focus on cycling matters) and risked not being a success.  If we wish to engineer a 

major cycling event, a better option might be to go with the flow and link it to the 

passage through the district of the Olympic torch around 23-24 June.  This ties in with 

the Summer of Cycling “brand” (replacing Bike Week see 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/bike-blog/2012/jan/09/summer-of-cycling-

bike-organisations). 

See ca. p.6 of 

http://committeeadmin.lancaster.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=5605&T=10 for 

details.  Basically, the City Council Cabinet meets on Tuesday 17 January to approve a 

budget of ca. £50,000.  The relevant Council paper contains this: 

From the perspective of attracting and retaining visitors to the district, promoting the 

district’s natural and physical sporting assets, capitalising on the sense of community 

and pride and the promotion of health and wellbeing that this once in a lifetime event 

provides, officers advise that an additional sports related festival flow on over the 

weekend of 23 and 24 June, linking the entire district. The outdoor sports market is a 

growing visitor market the district can capitalise on. The success of the Way of the Roses 

National Coast to Coast Cycle trail has already attracted hundreds of new tourists to the 

district. This weekend sports showcase will focus on highlighting the sporting assets the 

district has to offer tourists including cycling, water and beach sports, providing 

opportunities to ‘have a go’ and promoting health and wellbeing. Fun sporting related 

attractions for all groups and showcasing local talent that are inclusive to all will be key. 

It’s anticipated this event would become an annual attraction, leaving a legacy from the 

Olympics that encourages sport, wellbeing, inclusivity and the district as an outdoor 

adventure tourism attractions. It would also provide a launch platform for the 2013 

International Youth Games which the district is hosting. 

We agreed to email relevant Cabinet members before Tuesday to propose to them that 

there is a major cycling (and other) festival in the centre of Lancaster that weekend 

which involves closing the one-way system, organising a cycle race and then offering an 

opportunity for everyone to cycle/roller-blade/walk round the city on closed roads, 

seeing it as they’ve never seen it before.  It ticks the Olympic boxes of sport and 

encouraging everyone to become more active.  Have attractions and displays in Dalton 

Square.  Other events, too – for the Council to decide.  No matter what our individual 

thoughts on the wastefulness of the Olympics, this torch passage is going to happen and 

the money will be spent, so we should present it as an opportunity for a major spectacle 

along our kind of lines. 

Action: Dave to draft email to send to likely councillors (Tim Hamilton-Cox, Jon Barry, 

D.A. Smith and Ron Sands) before Tuesday. 

Dave to email Lancaster Cycling Club and Cogset to seek their support. 

Patricia to email local Sustrans contacts, CTC, bike shops, Aurora, Pedal Power and 

Alasdair Simpson to seek their support. 

9.    A6 corridor south 

 

Richard and Dick had circulated draft documents.  The deadline is fast approaching and 

we need to act by Monday.  Dick will prepare a letter setting out the case for Dynamo 

being a stakeholder in the consultation process and Richard will prepare arguments for a 

quality continuous facility with significant road space dedicated to cycling.  This should 



take priority over on-street parking.  The existing provision for cycling is inadequate – 

indirect, hilly and fragmented.  This part of the A6 links two major employers – the 

University and the RLI – and many public facilities.  The University is a major trip 

generator, and is also an employer with a strong sustainability agenda. 

The letter should be addressed to Jacobs consultants, with copies to Jo Turton, Cllr Tim 

Ashton, Cllr Joan Jackson and Cllr Chris Coates. 

Action:    Richard, Dick 

10.    Residential cycle parking 

 

On hold for the time being, but keep on the burner. 

11.    Date and time of next meeting 

 

Wednesday 22 February at 7.30 p.m.  

 


