
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 14 SEPTEMBER 2016 

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Jim Davies, Claire Duplock, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 

 

1.     Local Sustainable Transport Fund and Freedom of Information 

  

We received more information from the FOI on 22 July about the level of business 

engagement, and this was posted on the Dynamo blog on 2 August at 

https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/update-on-our-local-

sustainable-transport-fund-queries/.  It was disappointing that few businesses 

had engaged at any level of depth.  There seems little point in taking this any 

further. 

 

2. Response from Cat Smith MP  

 

Further to our letter (https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2016/02/28/letter-

to-cat-smith-mp-about-road-safety/), Cat Smith has now forwarded a response 

from John Fillis.   

 

John Fillis’s letter is contrary to Dynamo’s recollections of meetings and 

agreements.  He queried the accident statistics and said that further investigation 

was needed to reconcile the Road Safety Foundation figures with those of the 

County Council.   

 

The programme of works enclosed with his letter and progress achieved does not 

include all the items agreed (from Dynamo’s perspective) at previous meetings.    

For example, it is Dynamo’s understanding that a remodelling of the junction at 

Barton Road/A6 was agreed, but this does not appear in Debbie Thompson’s 

progress report.  Table 2 does not include all the items agreed at the meeting 

Paul and Dick had with John Fillis and Debbie Thompson ?27 October 2015? (see 

https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2015/11/02/latest-news-on-lancaster-

safety-improvements/) which does not appear to have been minuted adequately.  

E.g. at the end of Butterfield Street, it was agreed to put in a stop sign and a 

two-way cycling sign, but this is not on the programme of works. 

 

So, the letter misrepresents the programme of works agreed and gives an 

inaccurate summary of works completed.  Re the Local Sustainable Transport 

Fund, the new cycle paths (e.g. Burrow Beck) are not strategic or significant. 

Some of the “progress” is duplicated.  The practically-less-than-1.5m-wide cycle 

lane outside Lancaster University is stated to be 1.5m wide, although some of 

that space is taken up with a drainage gulley.   

 

Dick made the point that our surveys this year demonstrate that local cyclists do 

not like to use main roads because of the fear factor.   

 

The problem is that it is going to hard work unpicking all the misleading 

information without creating another long document.  Could our response be set 

out clearly in a table?  We need to write to John Fillis about this, with a copy to 

Cat Smith.   

 

Documents which we have are an update on painting and lining from Debbie 

Thompson.   

 

Regarding safety measures on the A6, the County Council also has a plan for a 

zebra crossing at the Pointer roundabout which is going to remove the cycle lanes 

which discourage cars from driving close to the kerb.  Councillor Gina Dowding 

commented to Debbie Thompson on this, who responded that the cycle lanes had 



to be removed to ensure the design of the zebra crossing would be legal.  Debbie 

Thompson also has no recollection of the agreement with Paul Binks to smooth 

the exit from the cycle path to the A6 heading south – which was quite definite.  

Moreover, if the cycle lanes on South Road are stripped out now, that will make 

later cycle lanes on that road even more difficult to argue for.   

 

The risk is that the County Council will use the opening of the M6 link road as an 

excuse to do nothing. 

 

Dick will attempt to put together a riposte in table format before going on 

holiday.  We can then contact the signatories of the original letter from December 

2014. 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

3. Signage at bus station 

 

The correct signage is still not up, and Dick will chase Eddie Mills. 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

4. Bailrigg Science Park/Health Innovation Campus 

 

Dick had forwarded the plan for our suggested new cycle route to Daniel Herbert 

of the County Council and Patricia had incorporated this into her objection to the 

current Filter House planning application. 

 

5. Transport Masterplan 

 

Paul has drawn a complete blank on trying to find out when this will see the light 

of day.  Is there anyone left working in County Hall? 

 

6. Lancashire-wide cycle campaigners’ meeting 

 

Dick had received the response that cycle forum/liaison meetings might re-appear 

after re-organisation . . . Or never. 

 

7. Transition City Lancaster and feedback from the Vegan Feast 

 

Nothing further has been heard about regular get-togethers (following on from 

the proposal at the Vegan Feast), apart from a mention on Facebook.  Transition 

City Lancaster is trying to map all local environmental-related groups and would 

be happy to host a diary of meetings.  Paul proposed a “week one share” event – 

of which the Dynamo AGM on the first Wednesday in November – would be the 

inaugural event.  Paul will contact Tony Haslam about this.  

 

8. Morecambe road schemes 

 

Dick had circulated this and had had no feedback.  Patricia has put it on the blog 

at https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2016/09/16/scheme-for-cycle-contra-

flow-on-south-road-morecambe/.  It’s actually a new cycle contra-flow on South 

Road, Morecambe. 

 

9. Planning applications and HGV strategy 

 

Patricia had commented and put details on the blog. 

 



10. Parking in cycle lanes and co-ordination with taxi drivers 

 

Patricia hasn’t done anything about this. 

 

Action:  Patricia 

 

Pending 

 

11. AGM 2016 

 

We have a date, a room and a speaker.  We now need publicity.  Dave Horton 

has agreed to publicise it around cycling clubs.  Patricia will produce the usual 

poster and email to committee.  Please think of was of publicising.  Email Dynamo 

members and ask them to publicise.  Get it in the Green Party newsletter. 

 

12. COSMIN POPAN’S CYCLING SYMPOSIUM 29-30 SEPTEMBER IN GALGATE 

 

Cosmin is looking for somebody from Dyanmo to speak at a slot on governance at 

the symposium.  Dick is away on 29-30 September – could anyone else do it? 

Could we produce a paper to be read out instead? Dick will ask Dave Horton if he 

could do it?  Paul is hosting a couple of the participants. 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

13. HI-VIZ VESTS 

 

Agreed that anyone who joins or rejoins at the AGM will receive a free hi viz vest. 

 

14. Date and time of next meeting 

 

Either Tuesday 25 or Thursday 27 October.  Paul would prefer the Tuesday.  

Claire will check.  At our house. 

 

 


