
Minutes of Dynamo meeting held 18 September 2013  

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Claire Duplock, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 

  

In attendance for part:    County Councillor Gina Dowding 

  

1.    A6 

  

No reply from Christopher Hadfield of County re indicative costing for cycle lanes on the 

A6.  The results of this costing would indicate which level at County we would need to 

target, so it is significant.  Paul has emailed twice and had no response.  Paul will 

forward his emails to Dick, and Dick will email Mr Hadfield and ask for the promised 

follow-up meeting for an update. 

  

Action:    Paul, Dick 

  

Paul had indicated Dynamo’s willingness to do some kind of consultation to find out the 

level of public support.   

  

Dynamo needs to ask Councillor Gina Dowding about the county council commissioning 

scheme and her opinion of the best way to approach John Fillis, new chair of highways 

committee. 

  

Action:    Paul, Dick   

  

2.    Heysham route 

  

Patricia has written to the station managers of Heysham 1 and 2, but had no response.  

She has the details of the communications person (Martyn Butlin) and will contact him. 

  

Paul’s update:  he has had a meeting with Eric Ollerenshaw, MP, where he expressed 

interest in the proposal.  Mr Ollerenshaw wanted to know how it had been raised with 

the county council – Paul explained that it had been talked about at one of the quarterly 

Lancaster Cycle Forums at the Gregson.  Mr Ollerenshaw thought that money from the 

M6 link road or from section 106 would be the most likely sources of funding.  His advice 

was to get it on the books of the county council so that it is lodged as a scheme.  It 

would be necessary to demonstrate support from the public for the route to counter any 

complaints.  He promised to get in touch with Paul with suggestions of how to approach 

the county council, and Paul will follow this up.   

  

Action:    Paul 

  

Paul had also contacted David Morris, MP, who had recommended speaking to 

Morecambe Bay Partnership (Janet Barton).  They appeared enthusiastic, as they are 

moving into the implementation phase of developing cycle routes from Fleetwood to 

Barrow, with spurs to towns.  They are working with Sustrans and other partners to build 

family-friendly cycle routes.  Our Heysham route definitely fits in with this.  Phase 1 of 

their project goes from Barrow to Lancaster – would this include Heysham?  We need to 

ask Morecambe Bay Partnership to put the Heysham proposal into phase 1. 

  

Action:    Paul to contact Janet Barton with comments 

  

Paul had also contacted Peter Foster at Sustrans, the North West infrastructure 

manager.  He was positive on the phone, and has forwarded our proposal to Alasdair 

Simpson.  He explained that converting footpaths to bridleways is not straightforward 

and is likely to encounter resistance.  Sustrans’s preference is for the county’s highways 

department to survey the route and cost it.   



  

In addition to providing a commuter link to/from Heysham, it also provides a route to 

Salt Ayre sports centre for Heysham residents, thus pressing a public health button. 

  

3.    Owen Road and lack of consultation 

  

Dick has asked for this to be put on the agenda of the Lancashire Cycle Liaison meeting 

on 28 October, which he is attending. 

  

4.    County Councillor Gina Dowding 

  

Gina Dowding joined the meeting at this point, and we ran through the three points 

above with her.   

  

Re the Heysham route – Gina emphasised the importance of getting this (and the A6) in 

the County's district commissioning plan.   

  

Gina can table questions at full council, but to start with we should ask for an update on 

the A6 in Lancaster at the next Lancashire Cycle Liaison meeting, including the 

(sidelined?) Jacobs report and plans around the new developments, together with 

sustainable travel funding. 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

5.    Temporary advisory 20mph speed limit outside St Paul’s School, Scotforth 

  

This is being supported because nothing better is on offer at present. Tim will investigate 

his hunch that there has been a change of policy by the county in making these limits 

only advisory rather than mandatory.   

  

Action:    Tim, Dick to reply supportively but asking for rationale for it being 

temporary and advisory rather than permanent and mandatory.   

  

6.    LANCASTER CITY CENTRE PEDESTRIAN AREA     

  

Traffic regulation order is due out in October.  Keep an eye open. 

  

7.    CHURCH STREET RAT RUN 

  

Dick has emailed Eddie Mills about how bad the rat running is becoming and is waiting 

for a response. 

  

8.    LETTER TO POLICE RE CYCLIST CASUALTIES 

  

Patricia had received a reply.  Half of the causalities were down to driver error, half to 

cyclist error.  The police are planning a campaign shortly to increase cycle safety.  They 

don’t have the kind of figures that we want.  Tim has not had a response to his enquiry 

about the reasons behind the increase in KSIs.   

  

Action:    Tim to chase 

  

9.    LANCASHIRE CYCLE LIAISON MEETING 

  

Monday 28 October. Dick is going and will add items to the agenda. 

  

10.    AGM 

  



Publicity needed.   

  

Paul to chair the AGM. 

  

Patricia to ask Liz to act as election overseer.   

  

11.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

  

To be decided after the AGM. 

 


