
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 19 APRIL 2016 

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Jim Davies, Claire Duplock, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 

  

1.     Local Sustainable Transport Fund and Freedom of Information 

  

Dick reported that the Freedom of Information Commissioner’s Office has passed to 

us Lancashire County Council’s response, which is still very general in regard to 

“business engagement” and “grants”.  They have simply specified who received what 

sum of money, not what was done with it or what the outcomes were.  Dick will 

write again to the County Council on these matters and be very clear what he is 

seeking.  [Update: Patricia has added the reply to the blog at 

https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2016/04/20/finally-what-happened-to-

the-local-sustainable-transport-fund.] 

 

Action:  Dick to draft and circulate a response 

 

2. Safety measures on the A6 and elsewhere 

 

Paul had no specific update since the last meeting, although it is clear that some 

painting and signing in Lancaster city centre has been done.  Little else has happened 

– e.g. there is no stop sign at the end of Butterfield Street.  Some lining has taken 

place on Greaves Road, but nothing at Barton Road/Bowerham Road and elsewhere.  

Damside was discussed at the Lancaster Cycle Forum meeting – there will be an 

extra set of traffic lights and an altered road configuration, although at the last 

Lancaster Cycle Forum Matt Hodges had pointed out a number of problems, and it 

was not clear if the County Council will be proceeding with this particular scheme.  

The top of South Road is still not done, nor has a pedestrian crossing by the Pointer 

roundabout appeared.  There seems to be slippage from the timetable set out in the 

County’s emails to Paul.   

 

It was agreed that we need to take a copy of the previous email update from the 

County and go round looking at all the spots to see what has been done.  This could 

be combined with a write-up of our bridge survey findings and used as a press 

release.   

 

Paul and Dick, and perhaps Jim and Claire, will do the pedalling around and checking.  

Paul will forward the email to everyone.  Take photos as you pedal – both of what 

has been done and what needs to be done. 

 

Re the A6 – it would be useful to draw up a contact list of those people who 

endorsed the letter to John Fillis about the A6 in November 2014 to give them a 

status update once we have seen a response from Lancashire County Council.  Dick 

may be able to find some details in his pre-computer-crash Sent items box. 

 

Action:  Paul, Dick, Jim, Claire 

 



3. Bridge survey 

 

On the 2 days, we surveyed 93 people on the Millennium Bridge – 28 women, 61 

men and 4 gender not noted (oversight, not deliberate!).  Overwhelmingly, the good 

thing for cyclists was the cycle path network, and the bad things were potholes, glass 

on the paths and poor cycle path discipline from both pedestrians and cyclists.   

 

We also got 15 new members + 1 person who just bought a hi-viz vest and handed 

out lots of County literature and maps.   

 

Patricia has circulated the spreadsheet with findings.  We need an angle for a press 

release: this could be a focus on the pothole/road surface problem (negative) and 

the high approval rate for the cycle path network (positive) – and our conclusion that 

it needs to be extended.  Mention here the Heysham-Lancaster route and the A6 

route.   

 

Paul will draft a press release and will take photographs of potholes – Dallas Road, 

Aldcliffe Road outside B&Q and Caton Road are particularly fertile ground.  This will 

be combined with the safety measures above. 

 

Action:  Paul 

 

4. Bailrigg Science Park 

 

Dick will contact the County Council about the A6/Lawson’s Bridge route and the 

proposed too-short cycle lane on the A6 from Bailrigg Lane. 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

5. Transport Masterplan 

 

Hazel Walton did not get back, so this is probably a dead end.  Her replacement, 

Andrew Hewitson(?), has not been in touch, despite Paul’s email to him asking for a 

meeting before the Masterplan is published.  Paul will chase, but we may have to 

accept that we will not have any further input into the Masterplan. 

 

Action:  Paul 

 

6. Meeting with Inspector Steve Bell 

 

Dick had met the Inspector, who was very pleasant and very positive about cycling.  

Re rat-running in Spring Garden Street and elsewhere: the County Council needs to 

change the road signs in order for the police to be able to prosecute.  Dick is chasing 

Eddie Mills at the County Council re this.  The Inspector will encourage checking of 

cars parking in cycle lanes.  Re 20mph speed limits: people can be trained as 

volunteer speed-gunners as part of a Community Road Watch Team, but there was 

little appetite for this at the meeting.  Claire commented that the “smiley faces” 



signs seem to be the most effective way of enforcing 20mph limits, but they are very 

expensive.   

 

7. Black spots and close shaves 

 

One person has copied Dynamo into his email to the Road Justice Network and the 

police about being cut up at Waterstones in Lancaster. 

 

8. Robin Field’s email about a Lancashire-wide cycle campaigners’ meeting 

 

Robin Field is organising a meeting on Wednesday 4 May at 6.30 p.m. at County Hall, 

Preston of cycle campaigners who used to attend the Cycle Liaison meeting.  There 

will be no county officers or councillors present, and it is not clear what is happening 

to the Lancashire Cycle Liaison meetings in future.   

 

Nobody from Dynamo is able to attend on 4 May.  We wondered if there a need for 

a live discussion forum – e.g. Facebook – for county-wide campaigners.  It could 

either be the Dynamo cycle forum or, if that is too local, a new live online forum for 

county campaigners.  Decisions are needed about moderation and whether it should 

be an open or closed forum. 

 

Action:  Patricia to reply to Robin 

 

9. Lancaster Cycle Forum 

 

Dick wondered if we should ask for this to be continued after Alasdair Simpson’s 

retirement.  Dick will phone County Hall and ask to speak to sustainable transport to 

find out who is looking after cycling matters now.  Get name, position and email 

address.   

 

Action:  Dick 

 

10. Response to new arrival to Lancaster who is dissatisfied with the cycle route to 

Lancaster University 

 

Dynamo had received an email from a recent arrival to Lancaster who was horrified 

at the pollution levels on the A6 and the convoluted cycle route alternatives.  It was 

agreed that we would invite him to our next meeting.   

 

Action:  Patricia 

 

11. Cycle shops page on the blog 

 

Patricia will include repairers on the page for cycle shops  and add Claire’s contact in 

Halton.  Dick will also ask Colin Stones if he wishes to be included. 

 

Action:  Patricia to amend blog, email members; Dick to ask Colin 



 

12. Recent sustainable transport seminar at Lancaster University 

 

Dick will ask Colin for a report of this and circulate. 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

13. Transition City Lancaster 

 

Paul will check their website to see how they refer to Dynamo.   

 

Action:  Paul 

 

14 Another Dynamo survey day 

 

We should do these fairly regularly – perhaps including a weekend and alternative 

venues.  The next possible time is during next half term in June.  Perhaps by the RLI 

cut-through between Ashton Road and South Road, as this is well used by cyclists 

between 4 and 6 p.m. 

 

15. Date and time of next meeting 

 

Possibly Tuesday 24 May at Paul’s.  Tbc. 


