
Minutes of Dynamo meeting held on 19 March 2013 

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Dick Follows, Richard Gibbens, Paul Stubbins 

  

Minutes of previous meeting 

  

1.    Lancaster City Square routes 

  

Not sure whether Rob has written to the County and City.  Rob to update, please. 

  

2.    County Council Cycle Liaison meeting 

  

Dick had written to Christopher Hadfield at the County Council, who is currently on 

leave.  Dick to chase if Mr Hadfield does not reply on his return. 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

3.    20mph speed limits 

  

It was agreed at the previous meeting that we would try to attend PACT meetings.  

Richard had been unable to attend the Bulk meeting, and Dick had not attended the 

Scotforth one.  The next Scotforth West meeting is 2 April at Bowerham School at 7 p.m. 

(see http://www.lancashire.police.uk/my-area/scotforth_west).  Paul, Dick and Patricia 

are all interested in attending. 

  

Action:    Paul, Dick, Patricia 

  

4.    Active Travel Seminar 

  

Rob and Dick attended, but Dick only for the morning session.  Dick had attended 

sessions on 20mph speed limits and how they are enforced.    Apparently the speed limit 

has already reduced the number of serious accidents in the county.  It appears that the 

greatest abusers of the speed limits are those who actually live in the area.   

  

Dick had also attended the seminar about the Monderman junction in Poynton, 

Cheshire.  Dick will send round the you tube link of it. 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

5.    City centre illegal parking 

  

No reply from Andy Ashcroft at the County Council.  This may because of ongoing United 

Utilities work at the northern end of Lancaster centre.  Dick to pursue.   

  

Action:    Dick 

  

6.    Campaign plan 

  

Following on from the previous meeting, Paul outlined the general idea of engaging with 

the public to promote Dynamo and its aims.  The cycle race in June should provide a 

good forum for this.  The proposal was that alternate Dynamo meetings should be open 

to the public – the first one to be in April as a trial run for the one June, when the city 

centre cycle race will take place for the second year.   

  

Paul proposed purchasing free-standing boards for displays in a travel case to make 

more of a presence.  They are quite substantial and would require a car to transport.  

See  http://www.discountdisplays.co.uk/html/pole-cat-8.html.  The cos is approx £425 



after VAT and carriage.  Most important, we would also require material to put on it!  

High-quality printing and laminating can be done professionally if necessary.  We would 

need slides about current activities on a Dynamo background.  Focus on 4 topic areas.   

  

The important thing is to get people there, and publicity is important.  . 

  

The worst thing that can happen is that few people turn up, but the potential to reach 

new members outweighs this.   

  

Richard contrasted Dynamo with the Kendal cycle group, whose focus is more on social 

rides than campaigning.   

  

Speak to cycle shops to see if they have any freebies to give away (particularly a goody 

bag for the cycle race day).  Or have cycle guides.  Invite other cycle-specific groups – 

e.g. Freewheelers or cycle shops.  Push the cycle discount at the Edge.   

  

Our areas of focus should be :  A6, illegal parking, enforcement of 20mph speed limits, 

and city centre cycle routes – divided into what has been done so far, and what is still to 

do, what you can do to help.   

  

Action:     

  

Dick – contribute text for what has happened so far on the 4 themes 

Richard – to take photos on the themes – 2 images for each theme 

Patricia – purchase the display boards and claim reimbursement from John 

Richard – try to get goodies from Destination Cycles to make up, say, 100 bags for the 

cycle race.  Point out that if it’s branded, that is advertising for them.  We can also 

publicise their shop. 

Dick – ditto Leisure Lakes 

Paul – ditto the Edge and Chain Reaction 

Patricia – try to find a date at the Gregson.  7.00 – 9.00.  Towards the end of April.  

Invite Freewheelers to come along with a table or just bring materials for us to display.   

Patricia – get cycle maps or cycle ride leaflets from the city or county; ask CTC for any 

leaflets; Sustrans for Way of the Roses 

  

Publicity: 

  

Paul – draft form of words to describe what we are doing/poster needed. 

Paul – swapshop, personal Facebook, Bogtrotters, Virtual Lancaster 

Patricia – Green Party list, Transition City Lancaster, University cycle list, Dynamo 

members, ask Gary Bowker to put it on celebrating cycling list 

Richard – Twitter and Facebook 

Dick – take poster to libraries, other cycle clubs, Cogset, Lancaster Cycling Club, Rough 

Stuff. 

  

7.    County Council Highways Tier 3 meeting 

  

Dick reported that County Councillor Sam Riches tabled 2 questions at this meeting; 

response awaited. 

  

8.    Pelican crossing timings 

  

Dick reported that you can ask highways authorities to reduce waiting time or to extend 

crossing time.  Believe it when it happens! 

  



9.    Idea for cycle route 

  

Trevor Dodgson had emailed with an idea for a cycle route linking the prom, canal and 

the Lune cycle path.  Patricia to reply saying it sounds interesting and we would be 

interested to hear of his route.  In terms of publicity, suggest that he speaks to Alasdair 

Simpson.   

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

10.    Heysham link 

  

Paul to send Patricia his Heysham map.  Patricia to write to Heysham power station to 

enquire if they have ever considered lobbying for this. 

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

11.    Ovangle road cycle scheme 

  

Patricia circulated a plan for a short stretch of shared-use path to get to Asda.  Patricia 

to respond to say it seems useful. 

  

Update:  Matt Hodges has written a very detailed response to the County Council, which 

has been emailed round separately.  Should we take this on board when responding 

ourselves? 

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

12.    Heysham link road 

  

This has now been approved at ministerial level.  Although Dynamo has objected to it in 

the past as something that detracts from the push for sustainable transport, now that it 

looks increasingly likely we need to make it clear that there should be clear benefits to 

the cycling environment and traffic flows once HGVs are diverted away from Lancaster 

city centre.   

  

13.    Date and time of next meeting. 

  

To be confirmed – late April at the Gregson.  If necessary, once we know the date, we 

can have a pre-meeting for arrangements 

 


