
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 20 DECEMBER 2016 
 
Present:    Patricia Clarke, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 
 
1.  TRANSPORT MASTERPLAN SYNOPSIS 
 

Still to do. 
 
Action:  Patricia 

 
2. LETTER TO COUNTY COUNCILLOR JOHN FILLIS RE A6 SAFETY MEASURES 
 

Paul sent the letter to John Fillis and it is on the blog.  No response yet. 
 

3. A6 PETITION PROPOSAL RE A6 SAFETY MEASURES 
 

The County Council have declined to put our e-petition on their website on the basis 
that we have already contacted Councillor John Fillis and we should wait for his 
response in case the petition needs to be changed.   
 
Paul has protested by email and has been promised a response by the end of the 
year.  Our expectation is that this will promise to review our concerns but will also 
delay the matter – perhaps a big consideration, given that there are County Council 
elections in May 2017. 
 
From the Dynamo point of view, all the documentation is ready, both for the petition 
and the flyer, and can be resurrected and amended/updated at any time.   
 
Paul suggested that we could go ahead with a paper petition anyway, but there is 
the danger that the petition wording will have to be amended.  It was agreed to put 
the paper petition on hold until we have a firm response regarding the e-petition.   
 

4. POINTER ROUNDABOUT ZEBRA CROSSING 
 

Patricia contacted the County Council direct: the scheme is awaiting a detailed cost 
estimate to see if it will fit within budget, so no further progress or consultation can 
be made.  The scheme removes cycle lane markings. 
 
This is an important red line: if the existing cycle lanes are withdrawn, there is little 
chance that there will ever be cycle lanes on South Road, Lancaster. 

 
5. POLICE COMMISSIONER 
 

Still to do. 
 

Action:  Patricia  
 



6. WINTER GRITTING 
 

Dick’s letter appeared in the Lancaster Guardian, and the following week there was a 
short article (all available on the blog).  The final paragraph of the article was a quote 
from the County Council saying that they always grit “when a period of at least three 
days of sub-zero temperatures is expected, and the bridge itself and the immediate 
approach is gritted when it gets frosty”.  This does not accord with Dynamo’s 
experience. 
 
Dick is in email contact with Mark Davies at the City Council and Eddie Mills at the 
County Council about this.  Apparently, saline solution is used in the Netherlands – 
more effective than salt.   
 

7. DAMSIDE RAT-RUNNING 
 

The sign has been updated, but the number of exemptions is ludicrously long.  There 
is really no point in pursuing this.  Re Butterfield Street – there is no approved sign 
for what is required to alert drivers to two-way cycling.  
 
Spring Garden Street is still a rat run.  Dick may go back to Inspector Steve Bell on 
this. 
 
Action:  Dick 

 
8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Student accommodation on the A6 – Patricia still has this to do. 
 

Dick hasn’t received a reply from Daniel Herbert at the County about our proposed 
alternative route to the A6.  Dick will chase. 
 
The Lune path underneath the motorway bridge has been resurfaced as promised. 
 
Action:  Patricia, Dick 

 
9. PARK AND NOT RIDE AT JUNCTION 34 
 

Paul has sent a letter to the Lancaster Guardian about the non-appearance of a park 
and cycle spot at junction 34 but it has not yet appeared.  If it does not appear, Paul 
will send it out as a press release.    (The County Council’s approach is on the 
Dynamo blog.) 

 
Action:  Paul 

 



10. CHILD KILLED AND SERIOUSLY INJURED STATISTICS IN LANCASHIRE 
 

Lancashire is again topping the child KSI statistics in the country (as reported in the  
Lancaster Guardian).  Dick will contact the County’s Bikeability skills person.  Peter 
Ward of Preston is also concerned about KSIs, although more specifically around the 
Preston Guild Wheel.  Could we work with other Lancashire cyclists about this – 
particularly in view of the County Council elections in May 2017 – on a county-wide 
basis?  We would tack on our A6 safety campaign. 
 
We need to contact the Preston people (focusing on their position at the heart of 
Lancashire) and perhaps also wider Lancashire cyclists asking them if they can lead a 
campaign.  This should be about more than the Preston Guild Wheel accidents.  
Given that it is about child KSIs, it could also be targeted at all schools, but this would 
involve someone in each town taking the responsibility for contacting each school in 
their area.  The alternative would be to ask some county councillors to take this to 
the full council.  Could Gina Dowding advise?   
 
Paul will telephone Peter Ward.  Matt Hodges and/or Robin Field from Blackburn 
may also be able to help.  Robin’s email is robinrcfield@msn.com.   
 
Action:  Paul  
 

11. COUNTY COUNCIL DECISIONS (AND HEYSHAM) 
 

http://council.lancashire.gov.uk/mgDelegatedDecisions.aspx?DS=0&bcr=1 is the 
website to find out what County Council decisions have been made. Filter by Cabinet 
Member for Highways and Transport for cycling issues.   
 
The latest decision which relates to our district is the decision to cancel a proposed 
short stretch of cycle path between Mossgate Park and Heysham Community Centre.  
The text says: 
 
“This scheme was initially allocated £10,718 to construct a short section of cycle 
track as part of a longer signed route. However, investigations have revealed that 
the roads that the track would lead to are not at an adoptable standard and the 
existing path that the route would run along is also not adopted and cannot be 
signed as a cycle route without permission from the land owner. Due to these 
complexities and potential liabilities it is therefore proposed to cancel the scheme to 
release the remaining funding into the road safety programme.” 
 

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Tuesday 17 January 2017 at 7.30 p.m. at Dick and Patricia’s. 
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