
NOTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 20 MAY 2014 

 

Present: Patricia Clarke, Claire Duplock, Paul Stubbins 

 

1. Matters arising 

 

1.1 Dynamo vision 

 

The vision needs to go on the blog and members alerted. Patricia will ask the 

membership for suggestions for a slogan. 

 

Action:   Patricia 

 

1.2 Facebook page 

 

This has been set up, spurred by comments from Ben Nuttall by at the April public 

meeting. Ben sent a draft provided by Paul to a contact of his at Lancaster University, 

and Paul will chase this up.  

 

The Facebook page is a group, which means that people who join it can post on it. Mark 

and Ben have liaised over the advantages of a Facebook page (which is more under 

Dynamo’s control) versus a group. Paul had looked at the Manchester Walking Group, 

which has both kinds, as a possible model. The result of these deliberations is that we 

now have a Facebook page called “Dynamo Cycle Campaign”, which Paul will maintain in 

line with the blog. The Dynamo Facebook group is called “Lancaster Cycle Forum”, 

hosted by Dynamo. This should work for the time being. Paul and Mark are joint 

administrators, with Mark more involved. (This is in addition to the current Wordpress 

Dynamo blog, which Mark and Patricia can administer.) 

 

Nick Lakin of the Lancaster Guardian has signed up to the Facebook page and intends to 

write an article on cycle accident statistics (which Paul will forward to the committee), 

obtained from a Freedom of Information request to the local police about statistics over 

the last 4 years. Paul will forward the FOI information from Nick Lakin to Patricia to 

circulate to the committee. 

 

Action:  Paul, Patricia 

 

1.3 Public meeting and Heysham route update  

 

Patricia’s notes of the meeting will be recirculated. Joy Greenwood of the local Ramblers’ 

Association has confirmed that the group is supportive of the proposed Heysham route 

provided it is of a similar standard to the Millennium path. Eve Hall of the North Lancs 

Bridleways Association also expressed her group’s support and would see if there are 

any sources of funding. 

 

Paul has sent follow-up emails to people who took petitions. Perhaps offer SAEs for them 

to return the petitions to him? Paul will try to get the display boards in the Heysham 

health centre (and/or Asda, Axa Insurance). Petitions are with all Heysham primary 

schools, Asda, harbour centres, Lancaster & Morecambe College, local high schools, 

Strawberry Gardens pub. Morecambe High School pupils have signed it en masse, but it 

may be more diplomatic to put these to one side given that we had agreed to target only 

adults. Mark has put paper petitions in several local shops, along with new posters, 

which he will collect.  

 

Paul was thanked for all his hard work on this. 

 

Action:  Paul, Mark 



The manager at the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company has received a response from 

Mike Kirby, the County’s Director of Transport and Environment (via the local MP) stating 

that the Highways and Transport Master Plan is due out shortly for consultation. There is 

no specific support for the Heysham route in his letter. The manager of the company has 

informed Paul that she will follow this up.  

 

A contact of Paul’s had asked County Councillor Chris Henig for her support for the 

Heysham route, and she directed him to a recent speech at a County meeting by County 

Councillor John Fillis which was very positive about cycling. She appeared to be confused 

between the proposed cycle infrastructure alongside the new M6 link road and our 

proposal, which is for a completely different stretch of the route. Paul has therefore 

emailed Councillor Henig to present the argument for the Heysham route. 

The current position is that Paul is starting to call in petitions. Mark will be doing the 

same. Paul will try to get our display boards into Heysham health centre. Paul will 

contact BBC Radio Lancashire again for the interview they requested.  

 

Action: Paul 

 

Paul has received a reply from the Department for Transport in response to his complaint 

of the difficulty of getting schemes onto local lists. It was basically a list of available 

funding.  

 

We need to give thought to how we are going to present the final petition. 

 

2. City centre e-petition 

 

There is only 2 weeks to go for this petition, so it is worthwhile to have a blitz on this. 

Patricia will email Phil Longton again at Lancaster University to ask him to put the city 

centre e-petition out. Paul will get this onto Swapshop and the Transition network.  

Patricia will check when the next meeting is to look again at the city centre Experimental 

Traffic Regulation Order.  

 

Mark has made contact with a local police officer, who is supportive of this. (Mark Procter 

is the police officer who attended the last ETRO meeting.) 

 

Mark has also produced a flyer supporting the city centre, which he will hand out. 

Patricia will offer to join him. 

 

Action:  Paul, Patricia 

 

3. A6 

 

No news to report. 

 

4. Lancashire Cycle Liaison Group – forthcoming meeting 

 

Dick will find out when the next meeting is and find out if anything happened on the 

County’s proposal to promote cycling in schools. The previous meeting had suggested 

that we could provide packs of materials to go with this.  

 

Action:  Dick 

 

5. Greaves Park 

 

The idea has been abandoned and Alasdair Simpson has said that the money is likely to 

be spent across the other schemes funded under the Sustainable Transport Fund. 

 



6. Use of Sustainable Transport Fund 

 

Alasdair Simpson had confirmed at the last Lancaster Cycle Forum that part of the above 

fund (designed to promote sustainable travel along the A6) is being spent on the 

Lancaster Square Routes project. Dynamo was not been able to get this point across in 

the recent Lancaster Guardian article, so the County Council has still not been held to 

account for this. Can County Councillor Gina Dowding follow this up? Dick to check. 

Dynamo’s proposal is that remaining funding should be spent initially on cycle lanes on 

both sides of South Road. Paul will draft a letter to County Councillor John Fillis asking 

him to do this. (This does not reduce our aim for cycle lanes along the whole length of 

the road to the University.) 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

7. Lancaster Cycle Forum meeting report 

 

Dick, Patricia and Paul had attended this. Alasdair Simpson has asked for the Heysham 

route to be included in the forthcoming County Council Transport Masterplan. He also 

communicated to the ETRO consultation group that the Forum strongly supported city 

centre cycling. Patricia will dig out the email on this. 

 

Action:  Patricia 

 

8. Membership 

 

Sadly, despite all our recent activity and the hundreds of signatures we have gathered, 

we have only had two extra members! We really do need to put together a membership 

pack for people buying new bicycles. Perhaps devote a meeting to this, when other 

things are out of the way? 

 

The Dynamo leaflet needs to be revamped.  

 

Dick will find out from The Edge what discount they give Dynamo members. [Update: 

Dick checked today – it is 10% for Dynamo members.] Paul will post this. 

Patricia to email lapsed members asking them to consider rejoining. 

 

Action:  Dick, Paul, Patricia 

 

9. Voting in Cyclenation board elections 

 

Dynamo had received an invitation to vote for 6 candidates for board positions. Given 

that we know nothing of the 8 candidates and no manifestoes are included, we did not 

feel qualified to vote. Claire will contact Cyclenation at www.cyclenation.org.uk to let 

them know our reason for not responding. 

 

Action:  Claire  

 

Date and time of next meeting 

 

Thursday 19 June at 7.30 p.m. at Dick and Patricia’s  

 


