
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 23 FEBRUARY 2016 

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Claire Duplock, Jim Davies, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 

  

1. Local Sustainable Transport Fund and the Freedom of Information request 

  

Dick has contacted the Commissioner for FOI and supplied all necessary documents.  The 

Commissioner will now contact the County Council for their side before making a 

judgement. 

 

2. Safety measures on the A6 and elsewhere 

 

No lining or signing has been spotted so far despite County Council promises.  The excuse of 

the bad weather is not valid for failing to produce the plans as agreed.  Yet another failure 

which should be highlighted in a letter to Cat Smith MP.  Paul will email County regarding 

the lack of action, with a copy to Councillor John Fillis. 

 

Dick has written to Chief Constable Steve Finnigan about enforcing no-entry signs at Spring 

Garden Street and Damside and is waiting for a reply. 

 

Action:  Paul 

 

3. Transport Masterplan 

 

No reply received from Marcus Hudson or Hazel Walton.  Paul will chase. 

 

Action:  Paul 

 

4. Letter to Cat Smith MP 

 

Dick will look again at the draft letter to Cat Smith and circulate a revised version.  It should 

focus on the A6 road safety improvements and the delay in implementing them, and the lack 

of action by the police in dealing with illegitimate use of roads (unless Dick’s letter to Chief 

Constable Steve Finnigan yields results). 

 

Patricia had contacted Alasdair Simpson at the County Council about the status of the cycle 

infrastructure guidelines and the road user hierarchy, and Alasdair had implied that they 

were no longer adhered to and suggested that we should focus on cycle-proofing (currently 

a working group set up by the Department for Transport).   

 

Matt Hodges has provided examples of County infrastructure that have contravened the 

cycling guidelines (e.g. the M6 link road) for inclusion in the letter. 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

5. Mario online mapping 

 

Once again, Patricia has still not done this. 

 

Action:  Patricia 

 



6. Bollard at the end of St George’s Quay, Lancaster 

 

Patricia had made the suggestion to the County Council’s public access person and has 

received no reply.  To raise at the Lancaster cycle forum on 16 March. 

 

Action:  Patricia to put on the agenda 

 

7. Black spots and close shaves and meeting the public 

 

Patricia will finalise the flyer and get it printed – perhaps 500 copies, as it is not time-

sensitive. 

 

Re consulting local cyclists: Patricia will draft a form asking for their views on 3 good things 

and 3 not so good things about cycling.  Include a question about how often people cycle 

and whether they are local.  We will set up a gazebo on the Millennium Bridge (Paul to 

source) and have some free literature (Patricia to source).  Two half days in the Easter 

holidays were chosen: from noon on Easter Monday 28 March, and from 3 p.m. ( to catch 

commuter cyclists) on Thursday 31 March.  We can put something in the Lancaster 

Guardian.   

 

Patricia is waiting for a sample of a hi-viz branded waistcoat; if suitable, she will order 100 of 

various sizes for approx. £250.  These would be free to new members or £2.50 each.   

 

Our aim is to get Dynamo noticed, get new members, consult both occasional and regular 

cyclists and produce a press release of our findings at the end of it. 

 

We should put something in the Lancaster Guardian and elsewhere about us consulting 

cyclists over Easter on the Millennium Bridge.   

 

Action:  Paul to enquire re gazebo, Patricia re literature and form 

 

8. Press release to publicise our consultation 

 

Paul will draft a press release expressing outrage at the non-appearance of promised safety 

measures on the A6 and use the opportunity to publicise our consultation. 

 

Action:  Paul 

 

9. Annoying bike lights  

 

The Lancaster Guardian asked Paul for Dynamo’s opinion about too-bright cycle lights on 

shared-use paths.  We agreed that it was annoying, but we were concerned that this might 

be seen as another anti-cycling article.  This seems to be a question of how the lights are 

used, and cyclists might not be aware of how distracting they are for other path users.  Dick 

made the point that cyclists on roads are also blinded by car headlights on roads.  Paul 

suggested a compromise comparison of a motorist on a country road on full beam who 

doesn’t dip for an oncoming cyclist.  Paul will circulate a draft reply. 

 

Action:   Paul 

 



10. Preston Guild Wheel 

 

Peter Ward from Preston wants Dynamo to write to the councillor responsible for the 

desecration of the Guild Wheel.   

 

Action:  Patricia 

 

11. Date and time of next meeting 

 

Tuesday 22 March at 7.30 p.m. at Dick and Patricia’s. 


