
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 23 MARCH 2016 

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Jim Davies, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 

  

1.     Local Sustainable Transport Fund 

  

The FOI Commissioner’s Office has written to the County Council asking them to 

produce some data, which is still awaited. 

 

2. Safety measures on the A6 and elsewhere 

 

Lining and signing is going ahead at full steam in the city centre, but we have not yet 

seen anything more dramatic (such as increased width of cycle lanes or changes to 

junctions).   Paul has been in contact with the County Council (Dan Chalmers) to keep 

them to their promises.  If there is no further action on the more difficult measures – 

such as Barton/Bowerham Road - or response to Paul’s latest email, we will write to 

the Lancaster Guardian.   

 

Hopefully our letter to Cat Smith MP – which prompted a very positive response and 

a promise to look into it – will also have an effect.   

 

Alternatively, we could wait until we have analysed the results of our bridge surveys 

and go for a bigger press release. 

 

3. Transport Masterplan 

 

Paul almost got a meeting with Hazel Walton this week about the draft Transport 

Masterplan, but it was called off at the last minute.  Andrew Hewitson is trying to 

organise another date.  We can represent our short/medium/long-term plans for the 

district when/if the meeting happens. The final plan is due out next month. 

 

4. Letter to Chief Constable 

 

Dick’s letter about rat-running to the Chief Constable has drawn a response from 

Steve Bell, responsible for community policing, who proposes a meeting.  Dick also 

proposes to bring up the subject of enforcement and retention of 20mph speed 

limits, cars parked in mandatory cycle lanes and on pavements.   

 

Patricia will put Dick’s letter on the blog.  Dick will contact Steve Bell and organise a 

meeting.   

 

Action:  Dick, Patricia 

 

5. Rapid transit consultation - Lancaster-Morecambe 

 

Jim attended a presentation by Jacobs on behalf of the County Council.  Looking at 

rapid transit is a requirement linked to the Transport Masterplan. Stakeholders were 



mostly from the City Council, and also the University, Stagecoach and NHS.  Other 

employers had been invited but none attended.  The rapid transit corridor of 

Heysham/Morecambe/Lancaster/the University was under scrutiny, with the aim of 

determining what should be done and how to do it.  Cycling to work from Heysham 

is 3%, from Morecambe 6%, from Lancaster 7%.  The national average is 3% (census 

figures).  Lancaster residents seem the most willing in the district to consider 

alternatives to the car.  Better journey times by public transport was favoured by the 

meeting, but they were also strongly supportive of maintaining other forms of 

sustainable transport.   

 

As an aside, the park and ride bus service at Caton isn’t yet on the cards.  Jim will 

forward the slides from the presentation to Patricia for the blog. 

 

Action:  Jim, Patricia 

 

6. A6 beside the proposed Health Innovation Campus, Lancaster University 

 

Dick circulated the plans for the A6, where the proposed cycle lane disappears 

before it reaches Bailrigg Lane.  Paul was keen to plug the idea of a cycle lane beside 

the railway line between Lawson’s Bridge and the University and he will provide 

background.  Dick will write to the County engineers to raise concerns and point out 

Paul’s route. 

 

Action:  Paul, Dick 

 

7. Black spots and close shaves 

 

We have flyers and leaflet holders.  Dick was also interviewed about potholes on BBC 

Radio Lancs, where he mentioned the campaign.  Dick and Patricia are circulating 

them around bike shops and others.  Dick will do the library. 

 

Action:  Dick 

 

8. Consultations on the bridge 

 

Easter Monday at noon and Thursday 31 March at 3 p.m.  Patricia has cycle 

literature, black spot flyers and hi viz vests.  Paul is checking the gazebo and a table.  

Patricia will get the consultation form copied once she has made some corrections.  

Bring your own clipboards and pens.  [Update: postponed from Easter Monday 

because of the weather, and the gazebo has gone missing.] 

 

Action:  All 

 

9. Lancashire County Council’s cycling and walking strategy consultation event 

 

Patricia had attended a meeting in Preston on 11 March to hear about the County’s 

work on a cycling and walking strategy, which is being designed to bid for 



government funds. Details at 

https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2016/03/13/lancashires-cycling-and-

walking-strategy/.  

 

10. Lancaster Cycle Forum meeting 

 

Dick and Patricia had attended this meeting (Alasdair Simpson’s last before 

retirement) on 16 March. Details at 

https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2016/03/20/lancaster-cycle-forum-

meeting-16-march-2016/.  

 

11. Adding cycle shop details to blog 

 

Patricia has put an extra page on the blog for local bicycle shops. 

 

12. Date and time of next meeting 

 

Tuesday 19 April at 7.30 p.m. at Dick and Patricia’s. 


