
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 4 APRIL 2017 
 
Present:    Patricia Clarke, Claire Duplock, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 
 
1. A6 PETITION 
 

The Dynamo press release was used by the Lancaster Guardian, with comments from 
Daniel Herbert, Highways Network Manager, of Lancashire County Council.  Mike 
Warren from the County Council had emailed Nick Lakin with comments from Daniel 
Herbert, including the words: “Improvements to the Pointer roundabout are due to 
be carried out this year at the same time as a new pedestrian crossing if installed, 
and these are currently at the design stage”. 
 
Paul has not yet heard from Eddie Mills from County and will chase to try to get 
some commitments on what they will do for A6 safety.   
 
Action:  Paul 
 
What can we realistically hope for?  Perhaps ask the County to include cycle lanes on 
South Road as they programme their work on the Pointer roundabout?  Just 
repainting the lines would be useful.   Another priority would be the one-way system 
where St George’s Quay comes out by the bus station – this is a bad pinch-point. 
 
We should ask our earlier supporters on the A6 to write to their local councillors or 
MP, including a pro forma letter/key paragraphs.  List “people you could consider 
writing to” (Cat Smith MP, County Councillors Gina Dowding, Lizzi Collinge and Ruth 
Henig) and remind them that County Council elections are being held on 4 May.  Also 
ask our members to write.  Paul will draft a letter and Patricia will send it to both A6 
supporters and Dynamo members. 
 
Action:  Paul, Patricia 
 
Dick has asked Daniel Herbert how much Lancashire County Council spends on 
cycling in Lancaster alone but has not yet had a response.  This would be useful 
information for the county council elections.  Dick has asked Tim Hamilton-Cox for 
advice on chasing. 
 
Action:  Dick 
 
Paul has put in a Freedom of Information Act request to the police to find out how 
many accidents there were on the A6 for 2013-16.  No response yet. 
 
PCSO Dave Owen has been helpful in speaking to the BP garage on the A6 south 
about delivery lorries parking in a way that obscures vision on the cycle lane.  This 
arose from a comment on the blog. 
 
Action:  Paul, Dick, Patricia 



 
2. COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 

Dick had picked up in the Cycling UK magazine that Jon Snow is inviting cyclists to 
give him contact details of county council candidates so that he can write to them 
about the importance of cycling.   
 
So, we need details of candidates for Lancaster Central, Lancaster South East and 
Lancaster East divisions to send to Cycling UK. 
 
Action:  Dick 
 
We could also raise the matter of A6 safety and see if Jon Snow could add a few 
words (though copying and pasting).  We can use our yet-to-be-drafted letter. 
 
We can also write a letter to the Lancaster Guardian referring to the earlier article 
encouraging readers to ask a few questions to canvassing candidates on their 
doorstep.  Along the lines of “Are you willing to hold council officers to account to 
implement necessary safety improvements in Lancaster district?”, “What practical 
changes will you make to encourage cycling and walking in our towns?” and “Will 
you lobby for a dedicated council officer to support cycling and walking to school for 
children?”. 
 
Dick will write the letter to the Lancaster Guardian, deadline Monday morning 10 
April. 
 
Patricia will email Dynamo members with the letter and put it on the blog. 
 
Action:  Dick, Patricia 
 

3. COUNTY’S CYCLING AND WALKING STRATEGY PART 2 
 

The County Council is re-circulating the draft cycling and walking strategy that came 
out last autumn.  Dynamo should resubmit our comments, adding useful extras.  
Dick had received comments from Colin Hubbard, who used to attend the Lancashire 
Cycle Liaison Meetings.  Colin makes the point that council officers and councillors 
need education/seminars to make it clear to them that cycling and walking are 
essential in terms of transport, air quality and public health. 
 
Patricia will re-draft, re-submit and also alert Dynamo members, telling them they 
can use anything from our response if they wish to make their own response. 
 
Action:  Patricia 
 

  



4. AIR POLLUTION IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 

Patricia still has to find out this.  Also look at 
https://beardsandtriathlons.wordpress.com/category/air-quality/.  
 
Action:  Patricia 
 

5. MOTION TO COUNCIL 
 

Can we draft a motion to County Council (via Councillor Gina Dowding if she is re-
elected) to say that the Council supports Cycling UK’s “space for cycling” initiative?  
Include cycle to school stuff, including putting the necessary support in place.   
 

6. GLASSON PATH 
 

Patricia has been invited to speak to Tim Blythe, Countryside Service Manager, at the 
County Council, and will phone him.  [Update at 
https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2017/04/05/lancaster-glasson-path-
update/.]  
 
Action:  Patricia 

 
7. POLICE COMMISSIONER 

 
Patricia will chase the Police Commissioner again, expressing disappointment at not 
receiving a reply to earlier email and asking if Lancashire will be participating in the 
cycling mat scheme. 
 
Action:  Patricia 
 

8. RIDICULOUS SIGNS ON THE A6 
 

Picked up via an email to the Dynamo account (see 
https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2017/03/21/meaningless-signs/).  Patricia 
has emailed County and is waiting for a response. 

 
9. CHANGING THE DATE OF THE AGM? 
 

In October we discussed moving the AGM to March, with another event in July or 
October to meet Dynamo, with a stall and freebies and display stand.  We discussed 
the idea further and, while not deciding to change the month of the AGM, agreed 
that it would be useful to have a public event in spring/beginning of summer.  
Perhaps have a short film about cycling in somewhere like Cambridge vs cycling in 
Lancaster.  Or perhaps have short talks about touring cycling.  Paul could contact 
Cambridge and Dick could contact Spokes in Edinburgh to ask if they have any short 
inspirational cycling films of their cities.  We could have display stands with our latest 
news, summary of our current campaigns.  Bill it as a “come and meet Dynamo” 
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event.  One evening at the Gregson at the end of May.  Patricia will check the 
Gregson. 
 
Action:  Patricia, Dick, Paul 

 
10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Thursday 27 April at 7.30 p.m. at Dick and Patricia’s. 
 


