
MINUTES OF THE DYNAMO MEETING HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2012  

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Claire Duplock, Dick Follows, John Leach, Rob Lowe, Paul 

Stubbins 

  

1    Minutes of the previous meeting 

  

1.1    Treasurer 

  

John signed a form so that he can become a signatory to the Nationwide account.  

Patricia will deal with this, get Tim to countersign and hand everything over to John. 

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

1.2    Lancaster City Centre pedestrian area 

  

City Councillor Janice Hanson has acknowledged Patricia’s chasing email; we await her 

response.  We must continue to look out for the temporary TRO relating to the city 

centre so that we can object to it to ask for cycling to be permitted outside core hours. 

  

1.3    Part-time advisory 20mph speed limits outside certain schools 

  

Patricia had failed to respond and hangs her head in shame. 

  

1.4    Cars parking in Chapel Street contra-flow lane 

  

Dick has written to Parking Services at the County Council re this but has not yet had a 

response.  Dick will chase. 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

1.5    “Going Dutch” conference, 19 November 

  

Dick had attended and had circulated a report. 

  

2.    A6 

  

Patricia had started a draft.  Amendments were made, and more are welcome, then we 

send it to the County Council.   We should add the point that car parking restricts 

visibility and adds to road hazards.  Do we need to address any other points?  One 

sticking point is the road width south of the Boot & Shoe.  We should also look at social 

and environmental benefits of a cycle lane, a la Dutch. 

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

3.    Parliamentary enquiry – call for evidence to “Get Britain cycling” 

  

The deadline is 5 December, and Rob ran through his draft response.  On the 

assumption that the inquiry will receive many submissions regarding cycling best 

practice, Rob has concentrated on our experience on working with the local authority – 

i.e. lack of advocacy and vision, lack of political will to take difficult decisions, and a lack 

of knowledge of cycling on the part of decision-makers.  Rob will include 

recommendations on how to improve this.  John would wish to include the perceived 

(and mistaken) fear of cycling.  Dick mentioned a story in the Sunday Times about major 

investment in cycling – which, on further reading, appears to be destined purely for 

London cycling.  With the demise of Cycling England, there seems to be less interest in 

the regions. 



  

Rob will complete the draft and send it off. 

  

Action:    Rob 

  

4.    Lancaster City Council draft Local Plan – Dynamo response to consultation 

  

Patricia had circulated an initial draft; John has extra points to add, particularly on 

sustainability and the town centre.   One further point was that if the development 

increases traffic flow in the vicinity, the developer should offer enhancements rather 

than just a cycle route in and out to the new build.  John will send his amendments to 

Patricia, who will then finalise the draft.  Deadline for submission is 14 December. 

  

Action:    John, Patricia 

  

5.    Ice 

  

Matt Hodges has raised the matter of ice on the University cycle path by Hala with Geoff 

Driver at the County Council.  This is not the only spot that ices quickly in the district.  It 

was agreed that we should write to the Council to find out what their policy is this year 

on gritting cycle paths.  What are they doing to support the modal shift to cycling and 

walking by ensuring that paths are not icy in cold weather?  Dick will write to Geoff 

Driver, leader of the County Council, and cc to Tim Ashton. 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

6.    Dynamo funds 

  

There was a brief discussion on what use we could put our funds to.  They are designed 

for campaigning, so could we use our funds to employ a civil engineer to look at the A6 

and come up with proposals for cycle provision?  The first step is to ask the CTC and 

Sustrans if they have any affordable recommendations. 

  

Action:  Dick 

  

7.    Date and time of next meeting 

 

Tuesday 22 January 2013  

 


