
NOTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 5 NOVEMBER 2015 

 

Present: Patricia Clarke, Jim Davies, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 

 

1. [Whatever happened to the] Local Sustainable Transport Fund 

 

Dick has sent another reminder and will persevere. 

 

2. City centre cycle parking and Nelson Street car park markings 

 

Dick’s response from Julian Inman of the City Council confirmed again that we are two cycle 

stands short in the city centre.  Someone called Hopwood should be in touch regarding 

repainting the cycle symbol in Nelson Street car park.  (We understand that it is more cost-

effective to do a lot of white-line painting together.)  We debated if it is worth pursuing this; 

a compromise solution might be a reply asking for cycle stands to replaced at spot x; if this 

cannot be done, we will continue to monitor the situation. 

 

3. Safety measures on the A6 and elsewhere 

 

The weather has no doubt hampered the lining and signing measures promised at Paul and 

Dick’s meeting with Councillor John Fillis last month. 

 

Dick had contacted Eddie Mills of the County Council re North Road and the abuse of the no-

through route.  (Note that cars are allowed through for access.)  Eddie Mills had contacted 

the police asking them to look at enforcement here.  Dick has also emailed Sergeant 

Ralphson asking him about enforcement: no reply yet.   

 

4. Transport Masterplan 

 

Paul has contacted Marcus Hudson of the County Council to ask for a meeting about the 

Transport Masterplan. 

 

5. Draft letter to Cat Smith MP 

 

Still to be done. 

 

Action:  Paul to draft and circulate 

 

6. Lancashire Cycle Liaison meeting - 16 November 

 

Paul had attended on behalf of Dynamo.  Matt Hodges had given a presentation 

demonstrating how the Preston Guild Wheel is being destroyed by developments in north 

Preston, and how maintenance is non-existent.  The infrastructure is also sub-standard in 

places.  

 

The number of cycle liaison meetings is also to be reduced.   

 

Debbie Thompson of the County Council made a presentation on 20mph speed limits, which, 

according to her, do not provide enough evidence for effectiveness.  The evaluation focuses 

only on accident reduction rather than quality of life – which is difficult to demonstrate in 

areas where previously there were no accidents anyway.  Enforcing 20mph speed limits is 



difficult because speed cameras are not calibrated for low speeds.  However, the meeting 

pointed out that if you use speed guns at 30mph in 20mph areas where there have been 

accidents and clock drivers travelling at that speed you have already demonstrated that they 

are speeding.  Councillor Fillis had purchased 20mph speed guns, but the police were not 

interested in using them.  He is looking at setting up community groups to use the 20mph 

speed guns.  Drivers over the limit would not receive fines in such cases however; it would 

more likely be a stern letter. 

 

Mario is an online mapping system (available via the City Council website) which shows 

where accidents have happened.  If we can find out areas where in 20mph areas accidents 

have happened  we could contact the police. 

 

Action:  Patricia to look at Mario 

 

7. Lancaster Cycle Forum – 25 November 

 

Dick and Patricia had attended.   The final version of the Transport Masterplan is due out in 

March 2016.  Planning applications were considered, and Patricia has objected on cycling 

grounds to the 125 houses on Ashton Road and the 12 houses at the end of St George’s 

Quay.  Cycle routes (and sustainable transport) around the Moor Hospital and possible 

future developments are still uncertain.  Dynamo raised concern about cars accessing St 

George’s Quay from Aldcliffe Hall Lane; a bollard needs to be reinstated here. 

 

Action:  Patricia to ask Alasdair Simpson about bollard 

 

8. Morecambe prom 

 

Sea defences on Morecambe prom are being replaced, and Dick reported that the 

alternative arrangements for cyclists and pedestrians seem reasonable.   

 

9. Objections to planning applications 

 

As noted above, Patricia has objected to Ashton Road and St George’s Quay.   

 

10. Horses on Lancaster-Morecambe greenway 

 

Dynamo’s comments had been put before the Morecambe Town Council meeting in 

November.   

 

11. Cycle crashes and near misses 

 

We discussed this further.  The original national exercise by Rachel Aldred has already taken 

place (and the 2014 report published at http://www.nearmiss.bike/wp-

content/uploads/2014/12/Nearmissreport-final-web-2.pdf), but we wondered how we could 

adapt this for our own purposes.  What is our aim?  We agreed it was to encourage people 

to report accidents and incidents to the police and to copy us in so that we can improve our 

understanding of where and why accidents happen.  We could categorise incidents as 

accidents, close shaves and black spots.  Accidents should be reported to the police and 

“black spots” to the county.  We need a clear guide and questionnaire.  Use email and paper 

leaflets to disseminate in the first instance.  Keep track and map all feedback.   

 



Action:  Patricia 

 

12. Dynamo facebook pages 

 

We have two facebook pages – one is a page and the other is a group forum.  Patricia needs 

to ensure that both are linked to the blog. 

 

Action:  Patricia 

 

13. Resource file to refer to 

 

Still to be done.  The aim is to have a file with a short description of model cycle 

infrastructure and a link to further information.  To be posted on the blog and mostly for our 

own use.  We could also compile a statistics report file.   

 

Action: Dick to find out more about East Lancashire cycleway; Paul about Horton 

in Ribblesdale; Patricia to check out infrastructure and statistics online 

 

14. Date and time of next meeting 

 

Wednesday 20 January 2016 at 7.30 p.m. at Paul’s house. 


