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29 May 2014 

 

 

County Councillor John Fillis 

Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport 

Lancashire County Council 

 

 

 

 

Dear Councillor Fillis 

 

As you are aware, Dynamo Cycle Campaign is lobbying for good quality cycle and bus lanes on the A6 

between the University of Lancaster and Lancaster City Centre, in order to make modes of transport 

other than the car more appealing; and to reduce air pollution and the danger from parked vehicles.  

On 23 April we launched an e-petition with the Lancashire County Council to the same effect. 

 

We have raised our concerns with the county council at the lack of investment in infrastructure to 

improve conditions for cycling on the A6 corridor in Lancaster, investment which we believed would 

be delivered by the Local Sustainable Transport Fund (LSTF) awarded in May 2012.  Whilst we 

acknowledge that this fund comprises revenue as well as capital funding, and is directed at both 

Lancaster and Preston, as a Lancaster cycle campaign we would like to see tangible benefits that will 

improve journey times and encourage more people to adopt alternatives to the car in our district. 

Discussions at the Lancaster Cycle Forum, chaired by Sustainable Transport Officer Alasdair Simpson, 

have highlighted that this funding must be spent in 2014 and also that the money saved from 

withdrawal of the Greaves Park cycle route could well end up being spent across the other schemes 

funded under the Sustainable Transport Fund.  Rather than budget creep on other schemes, Dynamo 

proposes that a priority stretch of the A6 for good quality cycle lanes be implemented instead.   

 

South Road in Lancaster is a congested stretch of road and is frequently highlighted in discussion 

forums as being an area in which cyclists feel particularly marginalised and where cycle traffic is 

unable to flow due to stationary vehicles.  The road design is such that as motorists attempt to move 

into two lanes heading North, in advance of two lanes being marked outside of White Cross, cyclists 

are forced dangerously into the kerb and must stop, when they should be able to continue on to join 

the short stretch of cycle lane that precedes the traffic lights.  There is no gain for motor vehicles in 

extending by 50 or 100m the distance at which they queue in two lanes up the road, but there is 

significant impact on cyclists.   On the south-bound side we recognise that parking is allowed after 

6pm but during day-time cycling is frequently hindered and made more hazardous by parked cars, 

and the cycle lane will hopefully deter this practice - together with greater enforcement of the existing 

restrictions that we'd like to see here. Dynamo therefore proposes that quality cycle lanes be put in 

place on both sides of South Road as matter of urgency.   

 

Dynamo believes that implementing cycle lanes on South Road would be a valuable step towards 

encouraging cycling on the A6 corridor and would be grateful for you giving it your earliest attention.  

We remain committed to our aim for quality cycle lanes along the whole length of the A6 from the city 

centre to Lancaster University, ideally as a separate segregated space, but recognise that a pragmatic 

prioritisation of improvements is necessary within the remaining timescale of the current LSTF funding. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

For Dynamo 

 

 

 

Paul Stubbins  


