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Dear Mr Sephton 

 

Local Safety Scheme – Slyne Road, Skerton 

Installation of new pedestrian refuge and associated road markings 

 

Dynamo welcomes the opportunity to comment on the installation of this pedestrian refuge and the 

proposed introduction of the refuge.  Avoiding pedestrians (some very young and others frail) 

wandering across the road is a challenge for both cyclists and motorists.  The provision of the refuge 

might prompt them to cross the road in two stages rather than launch themselves all the way across 

and rely on cyclists and motorists to avoid them. 

 

This is a busy section of Slyne Road as the Spar shop attracts customers from the nearby residential 

areas both as pedestrians and as motorists.  There are some issues that you have probably 

considered and we draw them to your attention in case they have escaped your notice and you are 

able to incorporate them in the design. 

 

The Spar shop operates a one-way flow in its car park.  Cars leaving the shop to head towards 

Lancaster sometimes do so at a shallow angle and drive some distance on the wrong side of the road 

while others almost clip the kerb opposite the shop.  The provision of the central refuge should force 

them onto the south bound carriageway more swiftly thus reducing the time driving on the wrong 

side of the road but it could prompt more of them to clip the kerb.  Cyclists have to take evasive 

action when drivers do this.  Is there any design feature you can incorporate to reduce the frequency 

of this happening? 

 

There are occasions, usually Sunday morning, when cars queue on the northbound Slyne road to use 

the car wash.  The no waiting at any time markings are welcome but will they be effective?  Other 

vehicles, including cycles, will have to pull out into the road to continue their journey if the markings 

are ineffective and not enforced. 

 

Cars, when leaving the Spar shop, often block the pavement and overhang the cycle lane, so cyclists 

have to pull out into the road.  Can the stop line be set back; preferably at the boundary of the 

shop’s car park and the pavement? 

 

Traffic heading north is impeded when vehicles wait to turn right into Whalley Road.  Drivers reduce 

the wait by pulling into the kerb; an action that causes cyclists to take evasive action.  Is there any 

design feature that could reduce this hazard? 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

John Leach on behalf of Dynamo 


