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2
nd

 December 2014 

 

County Councillor John Fillis 

Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport 

77 Southport Road 

Ormskirk 

Lancashire      L39 1LW 

 

 

Dear Councillor Fillis 

 

Dynamo Cycle Campaign writes to you on the most serious matter of the safety of the A6 between J33 

of the M6 and Lancaster city centre and requests that you take the necessary urgent actions to protect 

our community.  This section of road has been found by the Road Safety Foundation report
1
  to be the 

most dangerous urban road in Britain for pedestrians and cyclists since 2007.  This confirms the well 

understood danger of this road.  The causes of deaths and injuries on this stretch of the A6 were set 

out in police accident statistics provided in May 2014, and yet no substantive actions have been taken.   

 

Dynamo has been writing to you since May this year and has been raising the matter with Lancashire 

Council officers for 3 years.  The dangers must now be firmly registered with your office and with the 

heightened sense of alarm and immediacy that is necessary to protect the local community.  Dynamo 

feels that it has no option but to raise the profile of the severity of the problem to the level of public 

debate in order to bring about the action needed, even though we would not wish to deter the 

activities of walking and cycling through discussing the fear of accidents. 

 

In addition to raising with you the A6 in south Lancaster, we must also highlight that the third most 

dangerous road in Britain to pedestrians and cyclists is the A589 connecting Heysham to Morecambe 

and onwards along Broadway to Torrisholme.  As with the A6, this assessment is based on the 

sustained density of accidents on this route since 2007.  You should be aware that the Road Safety 

Foundation found that the North-West local authority ‘A’ road network is the highest risk of all 

regions.  In September this year, police statistics revealed that 105 cyclists were killed or seriously hurt 

after collisions on the county’s roads last year – a level which you must agree is absolutely 

unacceptable.  

 

It is never acceptable to excuse neglect of safety on the grounds of funding, as protecting the lives 

and limbs of citizens must always be the number one priority.  It is quite remarkable however that the 

current state of danger in Lancaster, as described to end of 2013 in the police report in May, comes at 

the close of expenditure of a fund of £5m provided to Lancashire County Council to sort out the A6 in 

Lancaster and Preston.  Dynamo has repeatedly questioned the council on this fund, to reveal that 

virtually nothing has been spent on infrastructure improvements on the A6 at Lancaster.  The new 

‘safe cycle and walking routes to make sustainable travel a realistic option’ on the A6 corridor have 

not been delivered.   

 

The extent of improvements on the A6 that has so far materialised is inadequate.  Of the share of the 

£5m that was allocated to Lancaster, only the addition of toucan crossings might be described as 

infrastructural change to improve safety, with the remaining spend going on general traffic systems, 
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encouraging cycling amongst small businesses and cycle stands as well as an undisclosed contribution 

to the Squared Routes City scheme works.  This is tinkering at the edges of the real issue of how the 

A6 is designed to protect vulnerable road users such as cyclists.  The vagueness of the strategy that 

this “diverse package of measures”
2
 represents, together with the lack of capital investment, 

demonstrates how the level of risk has not been properly grasped.  The promise of a consultation 

“early next year on a highways and transport masterplan for Lancaster which will provide the basis for 

prioritising major improvements to our transport infrastructure in the coming decades, including 

strategic cycling and walking networks.”
 2
 similarly gives us no confidence of action in the near future.  

This masterplan is a routine vehicle of planning that has already slipped from this year; we cannot 

depend on this process to make us safe. 

 

Dynamo is calling for Lancashire County Council to implement emergency measures immediately on 

the A6 and to launch an extra-ordinary process of public consultation specifically on the A6, right 

away, including key cycling, health, user and resident contribution.  This consultation should give 

proper assessment of the safety risks and establish a near term corrective plan, within weeks not 

months, that is bold and imaginative in its solutions.  An assessment of the police statistics by 

Dynamo has shown that the highest risk areas for cyclists in Lancaster are junctions and parked cars 

and Dynamo can further contribute to this analysis and recommendation.  The Road Safety 

Foundation has shown that infrastructural safety improvements have reduced fatal and serious crashes 

in previous accident hot spots by 80% and we need to see this happen in Lancaster.   Dynamo has 

called for cycle lanes on the length of the A6 between the University of Lancaster and the town centre, 

with priority given to cyclists at junctions.   

 

The undersigned bring this matter to your attention in the spirit of a constructive effort to work 

together in a collegiate manner across sectors and sections of our community.  We believe that with 

the necessary focus and resolve, the plan with which to remedy this current circumstance can be 

formed and rapidly implemented, so as to achieve a safe environment for pedestrians and cyclists in 

our district. 

 

We welcome the fullest consideration of this matter and await your response. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Paul Stubbins 

Press Officer – Dynamo Cycle Campaign 

 

 

We, the undersigned, endorse the above open letter: 

 

Rev Michael A. Gisbourne – Vicar, St. Paul’s Church, Scotforth Road, Lancaster 

Mustaq Mister – Public Relations on behalf of Lancaster Islamic Society 

Paul Austin – Secretary Bog Trotters Mountain Bike Club 

Andrew McCracken – COLT Club Captain 

Andrew Baines – Membership Secretary Lancaster Cycle Club 

Bob Muir – President of Lancaster Cycling Club 

Brian Kennedy – Chair of Lancaster Cycling Club 

Aaron Hemsley – President of Lancaster University Cycling Club 

Dr Dave Horton – Cog Set Cycle Club & Lancaster resident 
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Dr Andrew Gallagher – GP, Rosebank Medical Practice, Lancaster 

Dr Richard Carruthers – GP, Rosebank Medical Practice, Lancaster 

Dr Jeremy Marriott – GP, Queen Square Medical Practice, Lancaster 

Sean Thornton – Managing Director 3-1-5 Health Club Lancaster 

Cllr Keith Sowden – Lancaster City Cllr, Overton Ward 

Cllr Andrew Kay – Lancaster City Cllr, Bulk Ward 

Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox – Lancaster City Cllr, Bulk Ward 

Cllr Caroline Jackson – Lancaster City Cllr, Bulk Ward 

Cllr Jon Barry – Lancaster City Cllr, Castle Ward 

Nick Wilkinson – Councillor candidate 2015 for Castle ward   

Cllr Dave Brookes – Lancaster City Cllr, Dukes Ward 

Cllr Chris Coates – Lancaster City Cllr, Scotforth West Ward 

Cllr Abi Mills – Lancaster City Cllr, Scotforth West Ward 

Cllr Jack Filmore – Lancaster City Cllr, University Ward 

Cllr Gina Dowding – Lancashire County Cllr, Lancaster Central 

Dr Catherine Baxendale – Research Project Administrator, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster 

University      

Dr Magdalena Bieroza – Senior Research Associate, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster 

University  

Rita Balderson – Finance Officer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University 

Bittten Brigham – Dept Administrator, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University 

Nigel Clark – Chair Social Sustainability, Lancaster University  

Dr Antje Fiebig – Research Associate, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Dr Andrew Folkard – Senior Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Dr Niall Hayes – Management School, Lancaster University  

Dr James Heath – Fieldwork Support Technician, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Professor Nick Hewitt – Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Professor Lucas Introna – Management School, Lancaster University  

Dr Michael James – Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Phil Longton – Sustainable Travel Co-ordinator, Lancaster University 

Dr Robert Lowe MBPS – Psychologist, Manchester Metropolitan University & Lancaster resident 

Dr David Mansley – Editorial Administrator, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University   

Dr Nils Markusson – Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Dr Kirstie O'Neill – Research Associate, School of Computing and Communications, Lancaster 

University      

Dr Luke Parry – Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Professor Colin Pooley – Emeritus Professor, Lancaster University  

Dr Michael R Robert – Senior Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University     

Dr Bronislaw Szerszynski – Senior Lecturer, Head of Department, Centre for the Study of 

Environmental Change (CSEC), Lancaster University 

Dr Hugh Tuffen – Research Fellow/Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Professor John Quinton – Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Dr Saskia Vermeylen – Senior Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Dr Chris Walton, Lecturer – Psychology Department, Lancaster University 

Dr Nigel Watson – Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Professor Kenneth Wilson – Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University      

Jose Linares – British Cycling Ride Leader & Lancaster resident 

Jim Rose – Writer publisher and resident off A6 

Samuel Robinson – Resident A6  


