
Lancaster Cycle Forum 
 

Minutes 13th March 2015 
 

Present 
 
Peter Edge, CTC, Sustrans Ranger, Wray Parish Council 
Matt Hodges, CTC 
Nick Hewitt, Lancaster University 
Patricia Clarke, Dynamo 
Phil Longton, Lancaster University 
Joy Greenwood, Sustrans Ranger, Ramblers Association 
Michael Helm, Ellel Parish Council, British Horse Society, Lancashire Access Forum 
Alasdair Simpson, Sustainable Transport, Lancashire County Council  
 
 
Apologies 
 
John Leach, Dynamo 
Paul Stubbins, Dynamo 
Mike Hutchinson, CTC 
Gary Bowker, Lancaster City Council 
Gareth Cooper, Lancashire County Council 
 
1) Minutes of previous meeting – agreed 
 
2) Matters outstanding 
 
2.1 Lancaster Railway Station Cycle Parking 

• Virgin's new cycle parking has gone in. Including the new shelters on platform 
5 there is now cycle stand parking for 84 bikes on the station and 44 cycle 
lockers hired out to individuals 

• It is not proposed to add to the number of lockers, though at the start of 2015 
there was a waiting list of 34 people.  However the City Council are writing to 
users to check they still needed the lockers. As a result 8 people have given 
up the lockers, though there were a further 8 people with lockers who they 
werel trying to contract. It is still planned to introduce charges for the lockers 
to encourage people to give the lockers up when they no longer need them. 

 
2.2 Bollards on Cycle Tracks 
Matthew Hodges had stuck reflective strips on bollards. Matthew's work in doing this 
was much appreciated. 
 
2.3 Government Walking and Cycling Delivery Plan 
The Government had carried out consultations on the draft cycling and walking 
delivery plan in the autumn.  
 
Following the meeting the Government published their response to the consultation 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/cycling-delivery-plan-informal-
consultation 



 
 
2.4 Infrastructure Bill 
An amendment to Infrastructure Bill required the Government to publish and fund a 
cycling and walking investment strategy 
 
2.5 Cycling in Lancaster pedestrian area 
The recent decision to allow cycling in the Lancaster pedestrian area outside core 
shopping hours did not appear to have cause any problems 
 
2.6 Signs at bottom of Lune Aqueduct 
The City Council still plan to replace the signs to show the new route up the ramp to 
the canal, but have not had the time to do this at present due to workload. 
 
2.8 Warton Marsh 
Michael Helm was hopeful that as part of the English Coastal Footpath Project a mult 

user path could be secured along Warton Marsh from Cote Stones to Quicksand 

Pool. This would be a better route for the Morecambe Bay Cycleway than Crag 

Road. The government is putting additional funding into the English Coastal Path so 

the route is completed by 2020 rather than 2030 as first proposed. There were 

different options as to what side of the railway the path would run. 

He was also hopeful about converting the old railway that ran from Cote Stones to 
Scout Crag Caravan Site to a bridleway. 
 
2.9 Leach House Lane, Ellel 
Michael Helm had secured £6800 from University Wind Turbine Community Benefit 
Fund to upgrade the footpath from Leach House Lane to a bridleway/cycleway. The 
path came out on the A6 by the junction for the south side of the University campus. 
It offered a cycle and walking route from the west side of Galgate to the University. 
 
A condition of a planning application for another house at the Farm was that the 
existing footpath had to be diverted and upgraded to a bridleway. (Planning ref 
14/0119/FUL)  Web-link http://planning.lancaster.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=NDR0TNI
Z3X000 
 
 
2.8 Burrow Beck Cycle Path  
The scheme had recently been completed. It includes a short section of cycle path at 
Hala Square linking two minor roads and a link from Bentham Road from to 
Abbeystead Road. The path improves the route from Lancaster University to the east 
side of Hala, Newlands and Lancaster Moor.  
 
2.9 Spring Garden Street 
Work has started on the contraflow cycle path in Spring Garden Street 
 
 
 



3) Increasing membership of the Cycle Forum 
It was suggested that people representing cycle commuters from the City Council, 
University of Cumbria, Hospital, Nuclear Power Station, White Cross and Lancaster 
and Morecambe College be asked to the forum 

 
4) Lancaster Highway and Transport Masterplan 
 
The draft Masterplan was approved for consultation on 16/17th March.  
 
The draft masterplan can be viewed on 
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/council/strategies-policies-plans/roads,-parking-and-
travel/highways-and-transport-masterplans.aspx 
 
A meeting to discuss the masterplan and cycling issues was held on Thursday 26th 
March at 1600 in the ground floor meeting room in Palatine Hall in Dalton Square. 
 
A seven-week public consultation on the proposals runs from Monday 23 March to 
Thursday 7 May. Comments can be submitted via the website 

 
 

5) A6 corridor 
 

City Centre Year 

Northbound Southbound 

Pointer 
Roundabout 

City Centre – 
University Entrance 
(excluding Pointer 
Roundabout) 

2010 10 2 1 1 

2011 8 0 0 8 

2012 7 0 2 3 

2013 5 0 4 7 

2014 4 0 1 10 

Totals 34 2 8 29 

Not all accidents for 2014 are in yet 
 
Matthew Hodges asked about cycle accidents between the University and M6.There 
were no accidents to cyclists on the A6 between the University entrance and M6 
junction 33 at Hampson Green in the past 5 years. There had been 2 accidents at 
the motorway junction involving cyclists since 2010. These involved vehicles coming 
from the motorway hitting cyclists on the roundabout 
 
Main causes of accidents since 2010 were 
 
City Centre (Southbound) 

• Vehicles turning left across path of cyclists going straight ahead in cycle lane 17 
(50%) 

• Car doors being opened into path of cyclists 5 (3 of these were in 2010, 1 in 2012 
and 1 in 2013) 

• Cyclists crossing road 5 
 
 



Pointer Roundabout 

• Vehicles entering roundabout from the north failing to give way to cyclists on 
circulatory carriageway 7 (88%) 

 
City Centre – University 

• Vehicles turning right from A6 – 17 accidents (58%) including 9 turning right 
across queuing traffic at  the BP Garage 

• Vehicles turning out of minor roads – 3 accidents 
 
Improvements to the cycle facilities in A6 Northbound were carried out in City Centre 
in 2009. 
 
Prior to the improvements the main accident types were 
 

• Passengers getting out vehicles in queuing traffic opening car doors into the path 
of cyclists in the adjacent cycle lane. 

• Vehicles being let out of Queen St by queuing traffic colliding with cyclists in the 
cycle lane. 

 
The improvements included a hatching strip between the cycle lane and traffic lanes 
to reduce the chance of a car door being opened into the path of a cyclist, and 
alterations to the junction with Queens Street to reduce the angle which vehicles join 
the main road. 

 
In 2014 trixi mirrors were added to traffic signal junctions on the one way system to 
reduce accidents involving vehicles turning left across the path of cyclists of traffic 
signals. 
 
In February 2015 Keep Clear markings and a hatching strip between the cycle lane 
and traffic lane were added at the entrance to BP Garage in Scotforth to improve 
visibility between cyclists and vehicles turning into the garage.  
 
Slow markings were added to cycle lanes in advance of hazard points to encourage 
cyclists to slow down at these locations. Most accidents have happened on downhill 
sections where cyclist speeds might be faster than otherwise. 
 
The County Council's cycle safety programme in 2015-16 included an allocation for 
measures at the north entry to Pointer Roundabout.  
 
Automatic cycle counter data suggest that in in Lancaster cycle flows increased by 
25% from 2009 to 2013, whilst cyclist casualties increased by 13% in the same 
period. Cycle flows on the University Cycle Track increased by 22% in this period. In 
2013 they were 70% higher than in 2003. The peak daily flow in 2013 was 968 
cyclists. The cycle path between the Millennium Bridge and Water St recorded a 
peak flow of 1667 cyclists in 2014. 

 
 
 
 
 



6) University cycle route (update from Phil Longton) 
 
The University has had a safety assessment carried out of the road network, 
including the cycle track into the University. 
 
There had 3 accidents on the cycle path between the University and Bailrigg Lane, 
which the University was responsible for. Two were on the bend by the North Lodge 
and one on the hill down to Bailrigg Lane. 
 
It is proposed to remove the fence panels by the North Lodge to improve visibility on 
the bend, resurface the hill down to Bailrigg Lane to improve skid resistance, and 
replace the existing cattle grid and gateway with an access barrier to slow cyclists 
down. 
 
At the same time the County Council had allocated funding from the cycle safety 
allocation to improvements on Bailrigg Lane including visibility improvements at the 
junction of the cycle path with Collingham Park. 
 
 
7) Cycle Facilities at proposed Caton Park and Ride 

 
Consideration was being given to promoting park and cycle from the proposed Caton 
Road Park and Ride site by the M6. People would be able to bring their bicycle in 
their car to the site or leave the bicycle overnight under a cycle shelter. 
Consideration had been given to having lockers at the site but there would  need to 
be  in system in place to book them and there is a danger that some lockers would 
be booked out to people on a long term basis who only use them infrequently 
restricting their availability for others. The site would be fenced and locked at night 
which would reduce the chance of bicycles being stolen.  
 
The issue is discussed in more detail in the Highways and Transport Masterplan 
including the possibility of using the old farm building at the Park and Ride Site as a 
cycle hub. 
 

 
8) New developments in general – Developer funding, commenting on 

applications 
 
New developments offer an opportunity to improve conditions for cyclists  
 
Things to consider when looking at a proposed development are 

• Does the development layout and proposed access adequately accommodate 
cyclists 

• Can any improvements be suggested that would benefit cyclists 
 
Developer contributions are often used to fund off site works, including cycle paths. 
Requests for developer funding (Section 106 contributions) should meet the below 
three criteria. 
 

• necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 



• directly related to the development; and 

• fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development 
 

Some councils have introduced community infrastructure levy (CIL), though not 
Lancaster where developers pay in general fund at a fixed rate which is then used to 
fund infrastructure improvements within an area. This makes it easier to fund major 
schemes that would require contributions from several developers before they 
became affordable. 

 
 

9) Locating cycle parking near CTV cameras in town centres 
 

Dynamo raised the issues of locating cycle parking under CTV cameras to reduce 
cycle theft. Most of the pedestrian area is already well covered by CTC cameras. 
Certain locations outside the pedestrian area, such as the cycle stands in Common 
Garden Street are covered by CTV cameras. If there are other locations that anyone 
would like to see covered with CCTV contact David Hopwood the City Council 
manager for CCTV. 
 
Peter Edge mentioned a friend who had a bike stolen from a tramway station in 
Manchester. Though the car park was covered by CTV cameras, the cycle parking 
was not. 

 
10) Current schemes 

 
a) Newquay Road: It is proposed to extend the cycle path on St Georges Quay to 

the new Riverside Meadows development using developer funding 
 

 
 
 
The forum supported the proposal. 



 
 
b) Sainsburys, Lancaster Road, Morecambe and link to Bartholemew Road: It 

is proposed to construct a cycle path outside Sainsburys to link two toucan 
crossings and build a link from Greenway to Bartholemew Road using developer 
funding to link the store to the Westgate area. 

 

 
 
c) Scale Hall Corner –  To improve access to the Greenway from the north it is 

proposed to install toucan crossings and widen the footway on the south side and 
convert it to a cycle path 

 

 
 



d) Cycle Safety schemes: £500,000 has been allocated to schemes to reduce 
accidents to cyclists in 2015 – 16 based on analysis of sites with a high accident 
rate for cyclists. In Lancaster and Morecambe this includes the following 
schemes 

• Lancaster Road, Morecambe junctions with Schola Green Lane and South 
Road – toucan crossing, contraflow in South Road 

• Pointer Roundabout – South Road exit – possible zebra 

• Bailrigg Lane,junction with cycle path from Collingham Park – visibility 
improvements 

• Moor Lane – Slow markings  
 
 
e) Chapel Street Car Park, Lancaster 
 

The exit the car park in Chapel St is being moved to Cable Street to reduce the 
chance of accidents with cyclists on the contraflow cycle lane 
 

 
 
f) Heysham Community Park 
 

It is proposed to complete the cycle path across the community park at Heysham 
to Mossgate. The path links the new development to Heysham village, a primary 
school and the Promenade. 

 

 
 



g) Greenway – Morrisons Retail Park, Morecambe 
 

To improve access into the retail park for cyclists and pedestrians, it is proposed 
to construct a short section of path linking to a zebra crossing and cycle parking. 
 

 
 
 
 
h) Bay Cycleway Route 700 (Glasson – Walney Island) – due to be opened on 

11th to 14th June 2015. The route is promoted by the Morecambe Bay 
Partnership with Funding from the Coastal Communities Fund. The projects aims 
to support the visitor economy round the Bay and promote cycle tourism 

 


