
Lancaster Cycle Forum 
 

Minutes 25th November 2015 
 

Present 
 
Peter Edge, CTC, Lancashire Access Forum 
Matt Hodges, CTC 
Patricia Clarke, Dynamo 
Dick Follows, Dynamo 
Joy Greenwood, Sustrans Ranger, Ramblers Association 
Michael Helm, Ellel Parish Council, British Horse Society, Lancashire Access Forum 
Alasdair Simpson, Sustainable Transport, Lancashire County Council  
 
 
Apologies 
 
Nick Hewitt (Lancaster University), John Leach (Dynamo), Mike Hutchinson (CTC), 
Paul Stubbins (Dynamo) 
 
 
1) Minutes of previous meeting  - agreed 
 
Matthew Hodges commented the CTC would be opposed to use of barriers on the 
University Cycle Route. 

 
2) National and County issues 
 
a) National Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy 
 
The Government's draft cycling and walking investment strategy is likely to be 
published in March 2016. The Government's Spending Review indicated that there 
would be £300m available for cycling outside London from 2015/16 to 2020-21. The 
Local Sustainable Transport Fund continues with £500 m capital and £80 m revenue  
over the period. 
Postscript: The Government gave an announcement on the timetable for the cycling 
and walking investment plan on 17 Dec 2015 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-investment-
strategy-setting-the-scene 
 
 
b) Lancaster Highway and Transport Masterplan 
 
The final version was likely to be approved in March 2016. Michael Helm on behalf of 
Ellel Parish Council had written in support of proposals to bypass Galgate by 
relocating junction 33 further north to reduce pollution in the village and make the 
road pleasanter for cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
 
 



c) 20 mph speed limits 
 
The 20 mph sign only speed limit project was now complete 
 
It was too early to say if the 20 mph speed limit project had reduced accidents at this 
stage, as not all schemes had been in place for 3 years and had 3 years after 
causality data. Initial conclusions from 21 schemes with after data for 3 years 
showed some reduction in casualties though the reduction is not statistically 
significant 
 
Nationally speed reduction from 20 mph sign only schemes had resulted in speed 
reductions of 1 to 2 mph compared to 9 mph for schemes with physical measures.   
The Police had limited resources for enforcement.  The meeting felt the police should 
do more to enforce 20 mph. Dynamo agreed to write to the police on this issue. 
 
3) Cycle Flows  
 
Data from cycle counters suggest that cycle use has grown by 75% since 2002 with 
a higher growth rate in 2013 and 2014 perhaps helped by good weather. 
 
Index of cycle track flows 2002 = 100 
 

2002 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

100 133 142 144 158 176 

 
Though it does not include on road cycle flows, the data is likely to give a good 
indication of growth in cycling numbers in the district, as there are counters on most 
of the main corridors. 
 
A manual count from Lancaster Millennium Bridge on 16th June 2015 recorded 1628 
cyclists and 3605 pedestrians in 12 hours, giving combined flows of over 5,000. Pre 
Millennium Bridge cycle flows over the river were between 400 and 500 a day. 
 
4) Cyclist casualties 
 

 1995 -99 
Average 

2005-09 
Average 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Killed & 
Seriously 
Injured 

- 10 9 10 15 19 19 

Slight - 40 49 43 59 54 41 

Total 64 50 58 53 74 73 60 

  Serious Injury=injury requiring overnight stay in hospital 
 
At district level, the number of cyclist casualties varies from year to year. The total 
number is similar to 1990s, despite the increase in cycle use. However the 
proportion of seriously injured cycle causalities has risen from 20% to 30%. Possible 
reasons for this might include more cycling on rural roads where accidents are more 
likely to be serious because of the speed traffic and hazards such as steep hills and, 



more cycling on A roads. Between 2010 and 2014 there were 3 cyclist fatalities in 
the district. 

 
4) A6 – University corridor  
 
a) Safety Improvements 
 
Cycle accident history is as below. The number of accidents vary from year to year, 
though the number appears to be reducing. 
 
 
 

City Centre Year 

Northbound Southbound 

Pointer 
Roundabout 

City Centre – 
University 
Entrance 
(excluding Pointer 
Roundabout) 

2010 10 2 1 1 

2011 8 0 0 8 

2012 7 0 3 3 

2013 5 0 4 7 

2014 4 0 1 10 

2015 to 
date 

1 0 0 2 

 

• City Centre – Additional "Lets Look for one another " signs  to be put up at 
junctions.  Trixie mirrors were put up in 2014 to reduce the chance of 
accidents involving vehicles turning left colliding with cyclists going straight on 
in the cycle lane at traffic signals. A hatching strip was laid in King St in 
around 2010 between cycle lane and traffic lane to reduce the chance of 
people opening car doors hitting cyclists. The junction with Queen St was 
modified at a similar time so that drivers were joining King St at less of angle 
and were more likely to see cyclists. The benefit of "Lets Look out for one 
another " signs was questioned. They add to street clutter, though they are a 
way of getting the message across to traffic.  

• Pointer Roundabout - Proposed zebra crossing on north exit.  Six of the 
accidents have involved vehicles entering the roundabout from the north 
colliding with cyclists already on the roundabout. 

• Sulby Drive, Greaves Drive – Keep clear markings 

• Barton Drive – Possible central hatching in bell-mouth to reduce speed that 
drivers can turn into junction 

• BP filling station – There have been 9 accidents involving vehicles turning 
right into the filling station through queuing traffic not seeing cyclists in cycle 
lane.  Keep clear markings were added earlier in the year to improve visibility 
between vehicles turning in and cyclists in cycle lane. Stop line for Keep clear 
markings to be moved further back to improve visibility 

• Cable St / Damside St – Improvement for cyclists will be incorporated into 
proposals to signalise the  junction in connection with Luneside developments 



• North Rd / Chapel St – There is developer funding towards the cost of a 
toucan on the east side of junction, though there is no match funding at 
present.  

• Chapel St – Road has a history of accidents involving vehicles coming out of 
the car park and side street hitting cyclists in contraflow cycle lane.  Partly due 
to the sewer works and changes to the contraflow cycle lane in 2012, there 
have no cycle accidents in the street since 2012. Exit from car park has been 
moved from Chapel St to Cable St to eliminate risk of vehicle leaving car park 
colliding with cyclists in the contraflow cycle lane. Minor lining improvements 
planned at junction with Butterfield St. Butterfield St might be closed in future 
in connection with a new development 

• Belle View Terrace / Newsham Road – looking at modifications to road to 
make it easier for cyclists to exit onto A6. 

 
The aim was to carry out lining improvements out before Christmas subject to 
weather. Signing and surfacing improvements to follow. Physical improvements at a 
later date 
Postscript: Lining improvements are now likely to be in the New Year due to the 
weather. 
 
b) Other issues 
 
A planning application for Lancaster Health Innovation Campus is likely to be 
submitted in the near future 
 
 English Coast Path 
 
The English Coast Path is due to be completed in Lancashire by 2018.  The project 
aimed to provide a continuous path along the coast above the high water mark. The 
amount funding for the path at a national level was limited. Lancashire Access 
Forum felt that were possible the path should be multi user.  The Lancaster Group of 
the Ramblers Association had carried out a survey of the coast and submitted 
suggestions.(survey attached)  Details of the Coastal Path are available on the 
below website. https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-
improving-public-access-to-the-coast 

 

a) Cockerham Marsh – Glasson 

 

The paths marked in purple on the below planare bridleways, which cyclists can 

legally use. The southern bridleway between Pattys Farm and A588 currently runs at 

the bottom of the coastal embankment and can be very wet. One solution might be 

to put it on top of the embankment.  A direct cycle route between Glasson Dock and 

Cocker Bridge would serve caravan sites and give cyclists an alternative to the A588 

which is narrow and bendy between Conder Green and Cockerham, though the 

uncertain future of the Knott End Ferry makes the benefit of continuing a cycle route 

south of Glasson less. Possible options include continuing the inland bridleway from 

Hillam Lane to Thursland Hill north to the Thurnham – Cockersands Road or 

improving the sea wall from Bank End Farm to Cockerham Sands Holiday Park 



 

 
 

 

b) Oxcliffe – Sunderland Point – Heysham 

 

Unless there were major improvements to the sea defence a multi user path on the 

west side of Lune Estuary to Overton was unlikely. The Ramblers Association had 

suggested that the Coast Path used the sea wall from Overton to Sunderland as the 

road was flooded at high water. There is a rough bridleway between Sunderland and 

Potts Corner along the beach. Between the retirement village west of Middleton and 

Ocean Edge Caravan Site it might be possible to get a cycle route along the shore 

 

 
 

 

 



c) Hest Bank – Carnforth 

 

It would be difficult to get a continuous multi user path along the coast from the end 

of Morecambe Promenade to Carnforth due to coastal erosion, though sections of 

multi user paths might be possible  

 
 

d) Carnforth - Silverdale 

North of the River Keer the Coastal Path would probably follow the sea side of the 
railway to RSPB hides or cross over the railway at the bridge by Ings Point. Michael 
Helm had suggested using the coastal embankment from the bridge over the River 
Keer to Cote Stones Farm. From RSPB Hides to Jenny Browns Point the terrain 
made a multi user path difficult. 
 

 
 

 
5) Lancaster East: New Developments and Cycle Facilities:  



 
There were current housing developments at 
 
a) Lancaster Moor (Story Homes' High Wood) 
b) Nightingale Farm (Barratt's Quernmore Park) 
c) Lancaster Leisure Park (Miller Homes' The Potteries) 
 
Land either side of Grab Lane was also likely to be developed I the future 
 
 

 
(Green = existing cycle routes, Orange = new developments either on site or 
with planning permission, Purple = current planning application) 
 

There is £425,000 developer funding from Story Homes' High Wood development at 
Lancaster Moor for traffic signals at the East Rd / Quernmore Rd / Wyresdale Road / 
Moor Lane junction, a zebra crossing on Derwent Road and a cycle path on 
Quernmore Road from Lancaster Moor hospital and Nightingale Hall Farm. (shown 
on red in plan) 
 
Barratt's Quernmore Park development at Nightingale Hall is providing £70,000 to 
complete the path to Derwent Road. The most likely option would be for the cycle 
path to continue alongside Quernmore Road to Derwent Road (purple). Other 
options were path through recreation ground or alongside allotments (orange). 
 



From Lancaster Moor, Moor Lane and Ridge Lane, which were bridleways offered an 
alternative cycle route into Lancaster and to the Millennium Bridge avoid the worst of 
the hills. However there is no current funding to improve Moor Lane, which was 
unsurfaced. Ridge Lane was tarmac from Central High School to the M6. This also 
linked to Central High School. 
 
From Nightingale Farm the best route to the University was via Williamson Park, and 
from Lancaster Moor Grab Lane and Newlands Road. 
 
Miller Homes' Potteries Development at Lancaster Leisure Park have to provide 
improvements for cyclists on Wyresdale Road. 

 
6) Ashton Road, Lancaster 
 
There have been two recent planning applications on Ashton Road, one by Royal 
Albert which has since been withdrawn and one to the south of the canal. Whinney 
Carr between the railway and A588 was also a possible future housing site. The 
proposed developments would increase traffic on the A588 making it less attractive 
to cycle on it. It was also desirable to ensure that proposed developments were well 
served by cycle routes. 
 

 
Purple = planning applications, Green = cycle routes 
 
Consideration had been given to cycle path alongside Ashton Road on the field side 
of the wall between the Royal Albert and Haverbreaks Estate in the past. It might be 
possible to continue an off road cycle path along Ashton Road to Ripley St John 
Academy. By Academy it would have to cross the road by the existing pelican and 



continue on the east side to link with cycle facilities at the Pointer roundabout with 
the A6. 
 
Dynamo felt that the canal offered unsatisfactory cycle route from the southern 
developments as it was not lit at night and it would be inappropriate to light it as this 
section of canal was very rural. To make it more attractive to cycle to University it 
was suggested that either Uggle Lane or Cinder Lane bridleways be improved to link 
with the cycle path being provided as part of the proposed Booths store from the A6 
to the railway line. 

 
7) Lancaster City Centre issues  
 
a) Cycle Parking in Pedestrian Area 
 
Dynamo raised the issue of the number of cycle parking stands in the pedestrian 
area being reduced due to the recent improvements. 

• The numbers of stands is broadly similar to before with a net loss of two, 
though some stands have been relocated. 

• Space in the pedestrian area is at a premium 

• Though the stands in the central area were well used, there were some at 
fringe locations e.g Lower Church Street , Upper Penny Street by junction with 
George Street, Common Garden Street and Dalton Square which had lower 
use. It was difficult to justify putting in extra cycle stands when some were 
were underused. 

 
b) Nelson St Car Park 
 
Dynamo commented that the cycle logos in the cycle route through Nelson St car 
park needed reinstating. The logos helped remind drivers that cyclists might be 
present. (Postscript – Further to the meeting the logos will be replaced) 
 
c) Lancaster Railway Station lockers 
 
It was still planned to introduce charges for the lockers to get a higher turnover of 
lockers. There is currently a waiting list of 45. Virgin have funding for a £765,000 
cycle hub with secure parking at Preston station, which should be open in Spring 
2016. 
 

 
8)  Lancaster – Heysham 

 
The Lancaster – Heysham Cycle Route proposed by Dynamo was included in the 
draft Lancaster Highways and Transport masterplan. The main difficulty in 
completing the route would be in getting the agreement of landowners to the central 
section. 
 
The below plan summarises legal status / surface of the paths across the Moss 
 



 
 
Green = unfenced public footpath through fields / farm yard 
Purple = public footpath with fence or hedge on either side ie an unsurfaced track 
Blue = public footpath along tarmac road 
Orange = tarmac road to wireless station not a public right of way 
Yellow = Public road 
 
The 1845 OS map shows Moss Road continuing across the moss to Heysham 
 
Between Oxcliffe and Moss Road there might be opportunities to provide a non- tidal 
route through the Coastal Path Project 

 
9)  New developments on St George's Quay / New Quay Road 
 
There was a current housing development at Riverside Meadows (Redrow, Barratts). 
Persimmon Homes' St Georges Walk was a proposed development on the west side 
of the railway 
 
The cycle path on New Quay Road had recently being extended past the Riverside 
Meadows development. There was also a cycle path proposed on the south side of 
the development. 
 



 
(Purple = developments, green = cycle paths) 
 

Dynamo raised concerns about 
 
a) Vehicles from the new developments parking on the cycle path 
b) The increased risk of vehicles using the bridleway from New Quay Road to 
Aldcliffe. There had been two lockable bollards at the start of the bridleway in the 
past. Because of the number of people that needed access to bridleway (farmers, 
wildfowlers) it had proved difficult to make the lockable bollard system work. 
However there were signs saying "no motor vehicles / motor bikes and bridleway 
only, which should reduce the chance of vehicles going down the bridleway " by 
mistake. 

 
10) Morecambe Sea Defence works  
 
Over a period of 18 months the wave deflection wall (the wall between the 
Promenade and Marine Road) is due to be replaced from Morecambe Town Hall to 
Happy Mount Park. The promenade would be closed in 100 metre sections. Cyclists 
would need to dismount or return to the carriageway during the works, though 
between Broadway and Happy Mount Park this may not be necessary. 
http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/planning/engineering/coastal-protection/wave-reflection-
wall/ 

 
 
 

11) Other current schemes 
 
Recently completed 

• Bay Cycleway (Glasson – Walney Island) – The cycleway has won the 
Lancashire Tourism Award for best visitor experience in 2015 

• Leech House Lane, Ellel (linking to University) 

• Lancaster Rd by Sainsburys in Morecambe 

• Greenway to Bartholemew Road, Morecambe 



 
The meeting congratulated Michael Helm for his work on getting the Leech House 
Lane path open. 
 
In design 

• Lancaster Road, Scola Green Lane, South Road junction, Morecambe 

• Greenway - Scale Hall Road, Lancaster (offers an east – west  inland cycle 
route in Morecambe, linking to Greenway) 

• Bailrigg Lane junction with cycle path from Collingham Park – visibility 
improvements 

• Heysham Mossgate Community Centre – Mossgate Park (completion of cycle 
path provide as part of Community Centre to Mossgate Park) 

• Morecambe Promenade – Morecambe Town Centre – new zebra by Euston 
Road and linking cycle path 

 
Future 

• Blades St (South) – contraflow to link to new housing development 

• Caton Road (Lune Aqueduct – Proposed Macdonald's Restaurant) about 175 
metres long 

 
Network Rail also plan improving the Greenway crossing of the railway in 
Morecambe in January 2016. 
 


