
NOTES ON TRANSPORT MASTERPLAN (published October 2016) AND CYCLING 

(see http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/899614/final-lancaster-highways-and-

transport-master-plan.pdf)  
 

Optimism based on the completion of the Bay Gateway (M6 link road) that will 

“fundamentally change traffic patterns, with huge implications for how we can realise our 

ambitions for transport and travel in the district” (p.5). 

 

 

Lancaster Links (p.47 onwards) 
 

“An integrated multi-use/cycling network for the district.” 

 

Advantages are: health, economy benefits from footfall in town centres, inward investors 
like evidence of sustainable travel, “particularly among high tech firms”.  Link to the 

Bailrigg Science Park? 

 

Awareness of the need to normalise cycling.  Link to the Lancashire Cycling & Walking 

Strategy, which will 
 

“. . . set out how the level of active travel can be increased through investment in 

network infrastructure, behaviour change activities and strong promotion of our 

walking and cycling assets. These measures will ensure our urban and rural 
neighbourhoods and towns are pedestrian and cycling friendly and that our 

residents and visitors have access to high quality training, support and information. 

The strategy will be setting bold targets on increasing the number of people cycling 

and walking, the number of children walking to school and also increasing physical 
activity levels.” 

 

The above is the blueprint to access government investment as it becomes available.   

 

The network of strategic routes will combine superhighways (on road or pavement 
for confident cyclists wanting a direct route), quiet roads (suitable for less 

confident/slower cyclists), and greenways (multi-use off-road routes, for leisure and 

tourism).  The first new strategic route will be the Heysham to Lancaster greenway 

(p.48). 
 

Local links are for short journeys to shops/schools in the very local area and should 

feed into strategic routes. 

 
Fine words here (p.48): 

 

“For both Strategic Routes and Local Links: 

 
 The level of cycle use has a crucial impact on the safety of the route. We need 

to engender a critical mass of cyclists, for as more people cycle, so more people 

understand cycle safety, so cycling becomes safer, so more people cycle, so 

there are fewer cars, so cycling becomes safer, and so on. 

 Cycling infrastructure can work both ways; not only should it make cycling 
safer and more attractive, it can make driving the same route less convenient, 

thereby encouraging a shift to active travel. 

 All evidence shows that for active travel modes to become everyday choices, 

routes must be the most convenient available, they must be well maintained 
and they must be, and feel to be, safe to use.” 

 

The map on p.49 (fig.17) still doesn’t show the Lancaster-Morecambe greenway. 

 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/899614/final-lancaster-highways-and-transport-master-plan.pdf
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/899614/final-lancaster-highways-and-transport-master-plan.pdf


Park and (cycle) ride 

 

From p.48 
 

“ . . . key to network access will be to ensure that Park and Ride sites and railway 

stations have suitable provision for those who arrive by and want to travel on by bike 

or who arrive by bike and want to travel on by car or train, possibly leaving their bike 

behind in secure storage.” 

 

What happened at junction 34 then? 

 

 

Links to education and employment are important. 

 

 

Heysham-Lancaster greenway 

 

The “Indicative milestones” at p.53 show this route as being completed in the 2017/18 

financial year, with Lancashire County Council being the delivery agency.  The funding of 

£0.4 million is committed in 2016/17 (p.55). 

 

Hmmm . . . 
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