
Lancaster and Morecambe Cycle Forum 
Minutes: Wednesday 16th March 1800 
 
 
Present 
Peter Edge, CTC, Lancashire Access Forum 
Matt Hodges, CTC 
Nick Hewitt, Cycle Commuter Lancashire University 
Patricia Clarke, Dynamo 
Dick Follows, Dynamo 
Joy Greenwood, Sustrans Ranger, Ramblers Association 
Michael Helm, Ellel Parish Council, British Horse Society, Lancashire Access Forum 
Alasdair Simpson, Sustainable Transport, Lancashire County Council  
 
 
Apologies 
Ian Rodham (University of Cumbria Travel Plan Adviser), Gary Bowker (Lancaster 
City Council), Phil Longton (Lancaster University Travel Plan Adviser) 
 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting - Agreed 
 
2.  Updates 
 
Dick Follows had written to Police about enforcement of 20 mph speed limits - but 
have not had a reply 
 
Dick Follows asked if there were still plans to repaint the cyco logos in Nelson St Car 
Park which give access from the canal to the Dalton Square area. 
 
3. National Issues 
 
a) Proposed Government Cycling and Walking Investment Plan  
 
The Government is due to issue a draft of the cycling and walking investment plan in 
March 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-investment-
strategy-setting-the-scene 
 
The Spending Review also announced dedicated funding for cycling of £300 m from 
2015/6 to 2020/21, continued funding for Bikeability Cycle Training, support for Cycle 
Sport and a new "Access" fund to support local sustainable transport with £500m 
capital and £80m revenue over 5 years. 
There was announcement about £20 million transitional funding in 2016/17 for the 
promotion of sustainable transport before the new Access Fund is launched in the 
Autumn  Examples of what this funding could be used include grants for cycle 
parking at businesses, adult cycle training, walk to school initiatives, community 
cycling events and recycled bikes.  Criteria for the new Access Fund is likely to 
include improving access to employment for jobseekers, links to railway stations and 
education. Link to Government announcement on transition year funding 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainable-travel-transition-year-
revenue-competition-2016-to-2017 
 
It was felt that the Government was not spending enough on cycling. However 
Alasdair Simpson said that taking in all funding sources including developer funding 
and new highway schemes, there was quite a lot of money going into cycling and he 
expected there will be major improvement cyclists in Lancashire over the next 10 
years. 
 
 
b) Proposed Lancashire Cycling and Walking Strategy – A new Lancashire Cycle 
strategy is being written in partnership with Blackburn and Blackpool to help with 
future funding bids to the Government. This would include an overall strategy and 
action plans for different areas of the county. The draft policy section of the 
document should ready in April / May with the draft action plans following in the 
summer. A consultation meeting with cyclists groups had been held, which Patricia 
Clarke had attended on behalf of Dynamo. Matt Hodges had also attended the 
meeting. The strategy would divided in three main areas: People, Place and 
Promotion. 
 
There was concern that the strategy would be ignored once it had been written. 
Alasdair Simpson commented in last 10 years cycling has grown importance both 
nationally and at a county level and that much more consideration given to cycling  in 
design of new transport schemes and developments than in the past. 
 
c) Future County Council Cycling Staffing – Alasdair Simpson is taking early 
retirement from the County Council at end of March 31st. At present it has not been 
determined who would be responsible for cycling in the County in the future.  
 
d) Future of Cycle Forum – Subject to staffing, it was hoped that the forum would 
be taken forward by Alasdair Simpson's successors.  However this was not 
guaranteed, especially when council staffing levels are being cut. 
 
e) Future Countryside Services – As part of the cutbacks in Council expenditure 
Countryside Services were being wound up. Currently they maintained the Lune 
Estuary cycle path from Aldcliffe to Glasson and the cycle path from Crook O'Lune to 
Bull Beck. It was the intention that responsibility for the surface of the cycle tracks 
would be transferred to highways. 
  
5. General Lancaster issues 
a) Lancaster Highways and Transport Masterplan – The current timescale for the 
Masterplan to be approved was mid-April. Further to the meeting it was confirmed 
that there would a second meeting with Dynamo and Transport Planning colleagues 
to discuss the masterplan as requested. 
 
b) Rapid Transit Study. A condition of the planning for Heysham M6 was to carry 
out a feasibility study in rapid transit between Lancaster and Morecambe. It was 
included in the Masterplan. Rapid Transit could be a guided bus way or more bus 
lanes and bus priority at traffic signals on road. The Lancaster – Morecambe 
Greenway was a possible route for a Rapid Transit system. The forum felt that there 



would be a large drop in cycling and walking in Lancaster and Morecambe if the 
Greenway was no longer there. In Cambridge there was a guided bus way along an 
old railway with a cycle path alongside it which was felt to be quite successful, 
though there were issues at crossing points. There might also be a need to 
reconstruct bridges on the Greenway if it became a guided bus way as some of the 
existing bridges were too low for double decker buses, which make a scheme very 
expensive. A member of Dynamo was due to attend a stakeholder meeting on the 
feasibility study. 
 
 c) English Coast Path – Work is starting on drawing up proposals for the section of 
the coast path from Silverdale to Cleveleys. This will be followed by consultation on 
the proposals with the path being opened in 2018.There was a stakeholder meeting 
next week which Joy Greenwood was going to. 
 
6.  A6 City Centre – University 
Bailrigg Lane: Visibility improvements at cycle path junction. This involve cutting 
back the hedges at the corners of the junction and replace them with visibility fence. 
Land owner agreement was needed before the scheme went ahead.  As part of the 
Health Innovation Park a new cycle path would continue south of Bailrigg Lane to the 
University Sports Centre. Lancaster University are planning improvements to the 
driveway up to the University from Bailrigg Lane. Matthew Hodges thought progress 
was not fast enough 
 
University Travel Survey Results of the University's 2015 travel survey should be 
available in April 2016 
 
Future Developments 
Booths: The planning conditions for the new Booths store required provision of cycle 
and pedestrian routes to access the store from the south and east, including 
crossing facilities of A6. One way to provide access to the south would be via a 
linking cycle path to Whinfell Drive. There was also section 106 funding to provide a 
linking cycle path to Lawson Bridge to link with the Uggle Lane and Cinder Lane 
bridleways. 
Health Innovation Campus: Outline planning approval for the University Health 
Innovation Campus had recently been renewed. A planning conditions included 950 
metres of cycle path on the A6 side of the junction, cycle path to Sports Centre and 
up to 2.65 km of further off site cycle paths at locations to be agreed by planning and 
highway authorities. (Planning ref16/00117/VCN). 
 
It was felt that the cycle path on the A6 frontage should extend to Bailrigg Lane as 
shown on the below plan in orange. (and ideally to the new Booths store and 
Whinfell Drive).  
 
 



 
Blue = Proposed cycle paths 
 
 
It was felt that the proposed cycle path from Bailrigg Lane to the Sports Centre 
should continue as shown in purple of the below plan as this avoided the 
roundabout. 
 

 
 
 
 



Cycle casualties 
 
Cycle casualty numbers vary from year to year. 2015 figures are lower than previous 
years, though not all December casualties may have come in yet.  . 
 

City Centre Year 

Northbound Southbound 

Pointer 
Rdt 
With 
A588 

City Centre – 
University  
Entrance 
(excluding 
Pointer 
Roundabout) 

Total 

2010 10 2 1 1 12 

2011 8 0 0 8 16 

2012 7 0 3 3 13 

2013 5 0 4 7 16 

2014 4 0 1 10 15 

2015  1 0 0 4 5 

 
There are no recorded cycle accidents in Chapel St in 2015 to date. 
 
12 hour manual counts suggest that cycle flows have increased on the A6, though 
flows are likely to vary on a daily basis due to the weather. 
 

A6 Canal Bridge by 
Hospital 

A6 south of 
Collingham  Park 

 

Pavement Carriageway Pavement Carriageway 

Cycle track 
Bailrigg Lane – 
Collingham Park 

2013 99 286 6 165 473 

2014 192 358 18 171 573 

2015 366 484 7 254 684 
Counts were carried late April / early May 

 
From the automatic counter average cycle flows on the University Cycle Track were 
464 in 2012 and 508 in 2013, an increase of 9.5%. The peak daily flow was 968 
cyclists. 
 
Safety Measures: Additional signs and markings requested by Dynamo were largely 
complete. Any red surfacing would follow. Dynamo were disappointed that the safety 
measures had taken longer than anticipated to put in. This was in part due to 
flooding before Christmas and changes in staff dealing with the measures. 
 
7. Lancaster – Heysham 
 
The scheme was included in the draft capital programme for 2016-17, which was 
approved by the County Council's Cabinet in February 2015.  The capital programme 
for 2016-17 is due to be approved by Cabinet in mid-April. Alasdair Simpson did not 
know if it had been included or not. However given land issues it would take at least 
3 to 4 years to complete. 
 



8. Lancaster City Centre 
 
Damside St / Cable St junction – A requirement of the new housing development 
of Newquay Road was to install new traffic signals at the Cable / Damside St. The 
forum felt that there was a need to include a pedestrian and cycle crossing across 
Cable St in the scheme if it goes ahead, and that the kerb line east of the junction be 
altered to remove the kink in the cycle lane.   
 
Future opportunities for improving cycling in city centre – The draft Highways 
and Masterplan had aspiration to remove the current one way street system. Ways in 
which cycle access to the City Centre were discussed. 
 
If there was a crossing of Cable Street, one option for providing cyclists access to 
the city centre was New Road. However the echelon parking layout in the road did 
not really suit contraflow cycling and most cyclists would walk up the street anyway. 
Turning buses and taxis would be a problem if two way cycling was allowed in 
Damside Street. New Road and Church St probably offered cyclists better access to 
the City Centre than Damside Street, though there was cycle parking by the bus 
station, which was underused perhaps as it was difficult to get to by bicycle. 
 
Allowing two way cycling in Common Garden St / Brock St would probably need the 
traffic signals at each end changing and therefore be costly to implement.  In George 
Street there was conflict was buses turning in and parked cars. There was £16,000 
developer funding towards the £50,000 cost of a toucan crossing on North Road by 
Chapel Street.  
 
Other suggestions were closing Queen St at its north end and closing the east side 
of Dalton Square to traffic. 
 
The forum felt cycling should be allowed in the pedestrian area at all times. Matthew 
Hodges stress the need to allow cycling in New St and Market St to give cyclists 
access to the crossing of the A6 Waterstones as this was a better alternative than 
Castle Hill which was cobbled 
 
There should be a revised planning application from British Land for the Castle View 
site at some point which might create further opportunities. There were also plans for 
student housing on Lawson's Quay off Caton Road 
http://www.lancasterguardian.co.uk/news/community/20m-student-village-plan-for-
derelict-site-1-7237771 and on St George's Quay http://www.just-h-
architects.co.uk/st-georges-quay/, both of which would  should have high cycle flows 
if the right facilities are provided. 
 
 
9. Morecambe Issues 
 
Improving cycle access to Town Centre 
There was current scheme to improve cycle access from the Promenade to the town 
centre to encourage people to visit the town centre and help its regeneration. Access 
to the town centre by bicycle was poor from the east due to one way network in the 



Poulton Homezone. Access to the town centre from the Greenway was indirect and 
not obvious. 
 
There were proposals to improve the public realm in the town centre, which might 
provide opportunities to improve cycle access to the town centre. Two way cycling 
might be possible in lightly trafficked streets without marking out a cycle lane, though 
cyclists might have to wait in gaps in parking if there was something coming the 
other way.  
 
It was mentioned that people were more likely to visit shops if they were passing on 
foot or by bicycle than if they were travelling by car. 
 
Details of the scheme are available on the below website 
http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/planning/regeneration/morecambe-area-action-plan/ 
 
 
Lancaster Road, Schola Green Lane, South Road, Thornton Road junction – 
There was a scheme to improve cycle safety at these junctions. Schola Green Lane 
and Out Moss Lane provided access to the greenway from the east side of 
Morecambe. In last 5 years there have been four accidents to cyclists at the Scola 
Green Lane junction and 2 at the Thornton Road roundabout. 

 
Proposals included 
a) Converting footways between the two junctions to cycle paths 
b) Zebra crossing by mini roundabout 
c) Two way cycling on South Road 
d) Allowing cyclists to use existing refuges to cross from Schola Green Lane to 
South Road 
 
Access to Morrisons Retail Park – There was current scheme to improve cycle 
access into the retail park from the Greenway. This linked to a zebra crossing in the 
retail park. Matthew Hodges mentioned that if you were coming out of Morrisons it 
was difficult to turn right into the cycle path. 



 

  
 
Hillmore Road (Access road into Morrisons) – The forum also felt there was a need 
for a zebra crossing on Hillmore Road 
 
Bay Retail Park (Former Frontierland site) 
Outline planning permission had been given for the site in 2014. There was a 
detailed planning application for part of the site at present including a Premier Inn 
and Brewer's Fayre. Cycle access to the site would be from the promenade. There 
would be no legal right to cycle through Morrison's car park to the new development, 
though in practise this is what people would do.   
 
Greenway Level Crossing – Network Rail had recently improved the level crossing. 
The crossing was felt to be much better than before. However. Matthew Hodges felt 
the crossing was less satisfactory for people with trailers and mobility scooters. 
Network Rail had offered to meet him on site. 
 
10. Loyne Bridge, Hornby   
The bridge was used by the Way of the Roses. It had been damaged in the recent 
floods. Repairs were due to start in March with the bridge being reopened in mid -
April at the earliest. Matthew Hodges raised concerns about walkers not being let 
across the bridge due to concerns about health and safety during the works. 
 
11. Newquay Road and Bridleway from Newquay Road to Aldcliffe 
Dynamo felt there was a need for measures to discourage vehicles from using the 
bridleway. There have been bollards at the Newquay Road end, but these had fallen 
into disuse as a number of people needed access to the bridleway (eg wildfowlers, 
farmers). Signs had been erected saying that there was no access for motor vehicles 
along the bridleway. Dynamo had suggested a gate, which could be shut if there was 
a problem.  (Further to the meeting it was confirmed the County Council are 
speaking to landowner about installing some sort of a barrier on the bridleway) 
 
The south end of the bridleway was subject to flooding. Sand banks in the river had 
moved which meant water could not drain from a tidal flap causing water to flood 
back onto the bridleway. Over the course of the time the sand bank should move and 
the problem go away. Consideration had been given to diverting the bridleway onto 
the adjacent old railway line in the past. The landowner for the old railway was 
opposed to this and the cost would be around £100,000.  
 



Matthew Hodges raised concerns about the access to Stodday by the water 
treatment works being flooded. The access is likely to become more important if 
there was more housing in south of Lancaster, though the forum felt other issues 
were more important at present 
 
The forum felt that the cycle path south of Aldcliffe should be tarmacked as surface 
was becoming very muddy in winter. There was also concern that vegetation 
encroachment was reducing the effective width of the path, though Joy Greenwood 
mentioned that Sustrans Volunteers had looked at doing a work party on the cycle 
path to cut back vegetation but concluded there was not a need at present. Keeping 
vegetation cut back may be more of issue once Countryside Services have been 
wound up 
 
Dynamo had concerns about parking on cycle path along Newquay Road. Dick 
Folows had seen two cars parked on cycle path by one of the houses opposite on 
two occasions. Putting cycle symbols on the cycle path to make it clearer to drivers 
that the path was a cycle path might be an option if this was a continued problem.   
 
12. Policy on potholes 
Current practise is to repair potholes within a defined time period of them being 
reported to the Council depending on their size and depth. However the current 
emphasis is to improve the condition of road surfaces in general to reduce the 
chance of potholes occurring rather than reactive maintenance. The Transport Asset 
Management Policy gives details of road maintenance policy in general. 
http://council.lancashire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=42628 
 
Potholes and other highway faults can be reported via 
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/fault-search.aspx 
 If you do not the name of street where the pothole is, there is mapping system 
where you can locate it. 
 
Potholes can also be reported via the CTC Fill that Hole website. The advantage of 
this was that you did not need to know which council area a pothole was in and it 
provided written evidence that a pothole had been reported. The CTC website also 
had figures by Council showing what percentage of potholes had been filled in, 
though that was not all that accurate as they were not always notified when a pothole 
was filled in. 
 
 
13. Linking Ridge Lane with the riverside cycle paths 
 
At the last meeting it was discussed whether Ridge Lane bridleway gave the best 
access to the cycle paths along the river and to Morecambe from new housing 
developments on the east side of Lancaster. Though the route was longer, it was 
less hilly. 
 
To work the route would probably need a crossing across Caton Road northbound at 
the Kingway junction. Existing crossing facilities were as below. 



 
Red = pedestrian crossings, Green = cycle paths / canal towpath 
 
The canal (or Bulk Road / St Leonasrdsgate) provided access to city centre from 
Ridge Lane , though the steps down to the canal were a problem. A zebra crossing 
on Ridge Lane was a further option. 
 
14. Sustrans Work Parties 
Sustrans volunteers had recently held work parties on the cycle past west of Crook 
O'Lune and on the lane by the railway between Carnforth and Warton down to the 
footbridge over the River Keer. If anybody wanted to get involved they could contact 
Sustrans' volunteer coordinator via their website. 
 
15. Other issues 
 

• Matthew Hodges mentioned that grass encroachment have narrowed the 
cycle path east of Collingham Park. Alasdair Simpson agreed to pass on the 
complaint to the Area Highways Office. 

 

• Dynamo are launching a campaign to encourage people to report accidents, 
near misses and safety hazards 
 

• It is confirm that it was still intention to have park and cycle at the Park & Ride 
site at Caton. This would probably take the form of a covered cycle shelter 
where people could leave the bikes overnight. Consideration had been given 
to lockers as Lancaster Railway Station but these were difficult to manage. 
The car park would be locked at night. 

 

• Dynamo presented Alasdair Simpson with yellow reflective jacket with 
Dynamo logo on the back in appreciation of his work on cycling in the area. 


