
Other facts from the survey: 

Total 93  

70% male, 30% female 

Most common age group (men and women) is 36-55 

Most common frequency of cycling is 4-5 times a week 

Article for Lancaster Guardian on Dynamo’s cycle consultation & Road Safety 

Local cycle campaign group Dynamo has 

demonstrated a high level of concern 

amongst cyclists about the state of our 

roads and is calling for action.  The group 

carried out an extensive survey of cyclists 

over the Easter holidays and found that 

potholes were the greatest worry amongst those they spoke to.  Spokesperson Paul Stubbins said 

“Everybody can see that the state of our roads is deteriorating badly, so it isn’t surprising that 

potholes were mentioned by 1 in 7 of those that we spoke to as a major concern. Glass on paths was 

another concern, as was that the cycle lanes through town often end abruptly.  The most frequent 

positive comment was for the dedicated cycle paths to Morecambe, Caton and Conder Green, that 

really are something to celebrate.”   

Paul added “There are some things that a very difficult to change, like the level of traffic on our 

roads, but issues of road maintenance and design are the absolute 

responsibility of Lancashire County Council to fix.  As a campaign group, we 

have repeatedly brought safety issues to the attention of the Council, most 

recently around the A6 south of Lancaster following the damning Road Safety 

Foundation report in November 2014, which was well documented in the 

Lancaster Guardian.  People would be astonished how little and slow 

progress has been in rectifying safety concerns that have been registered 

with the Council.  Even after much pressure, we are only now seeing small 

amounts of improved lining and signing on the roads and the more 

substantial junction design improvements have yet to be started.” 

As well as the dangers posed to vulnerable road users, the situation also highlights the lost 

opportunity to increase sustainable travel in our town.  Cycling numbers have been increasing 

steadily over the years, from 2010-14 a 32% increase on cycle path trips, while killed or seriously 

injured amongst local cyclists  has risen by over 100% from 8 in 2010 to 19 in 20014.  These 

casualties have remained well above national averages.  Paul Stubbins commented, “It’s clear that 

we will not broaden cycling in our town, such as to include families with younger children, unless we 

drastically improve the environment and facilities to do so.  As well as junction design improvements 

in the places where accidents have occurred, we need to see continuous cycle lanes on main 

commuter routes as well as more traffic free alternatives.” 

Dynamo has made proposals for a mainly off road alternative to the west of the A6, from south 

Lancaster into town, and also for a traffic free path from Heysham to Salt Ayre and on to Lancaster 

as part of the Lancaster & District Transport Masterplan consultation.  “We keenly await the 

publishing of the transport masterplan in June to see if these have been included.” said Paul.  Paul 

concluded that “we could very easily come to accept the dangers on our roads and lack of progress 

with improvements as something inevitable, and just give up, but I believe that we must instead 

demand accountability and insist that our council makes it so. The public are rightly getting more 

forthright in questioning why things that they expect are not being done”. 

Dynamo has launched a new campaign “Black Spots and Close Shaves” to get cyclists to report 

crashes, incidents and potholes to the relevant people. You should also let Dynamo know in order to 

help them to make the case for better facilities and infrastructure.  And by joining Dynamo you help 

make their influence in the Council chambers even more effective.  Dynamo can be contacted by 

email at dynamocycle@btinternet.com.  If you want to report a pothole then go to the County 

Council’s website and make sure that you know the name of the street and, preferably, the number 

of a house close to the pothole. 


