
Dear Daniel 
 
Thank you for your response to our comments on the proposed infrastructure changes to the A6 
around the new Health Innovation Campus site beside Lancaster University.  We take some 
reassurance that the scheme will be subject to a road safety audit and hope that Dynamo will have a 
chance to review it before shovels move into action. Please consider below an expert analysis of the 
wider scheme produced for Dynamo.   
 
We are concerned, though, that, while you address our road safety concerns there is no response to 
our proposal for a new cycle route from the site to run north alongside the railway line to Lawson’s 
Bridge.  With the possible development of the old Filter House site and the other new developments 
alongside the A6 in that vicinity, a safe cycle route into Lancaster is needed even more.  The 
proposed route can be viewed at https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2016/07/24/dynamos-
proposal-for-new-a6-south-link/ 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Regards, 
Richard Follows  
for Dynamo  
 
 
COMMENTS ON THE HEALTH INNOVATION CAMPUS PLAN 
 
Looking for planning applications for the site on Lancaster city web there were 4 for a Science park on 
this site.  I can only assume the Health Innovation Campus is a renaming of these.  The last one had 
this transport assessment and was approved by the Lancashire Highways subject to discussion 
during detailed design.  Comments below are based on that transport assessment. 
 
This document seems to be concerned mainly with increasing the motor traffic capacity of all the 
junctions on the A6 by pushing cyclists out of the way.  It has a plan of the Hala Rd Junction with the 
southbound cycle lane removed to provide a second motor lane. 
 
The proposed Booths entrance still has the dangerous narrow lanes past the turning lane but also has 
the narrow filter in for cars from Booths going into town.  This is likely to result in drivers not seeing 
cyclists who are in the left edge of the lane as they look back for approaching motors.  When the 
Booths plan came up Lancashire did not insist on sufficient land from the site to make the junction 
safe for cyclists.  All they considered was speeding up motor traffic. 
 
The entrance to the Science Park itself is potentially very dangerous.  Southbound cyclists are 
expected to leave the carriageway and join a shared path opposite Burrow Bridge while the 
carriageway southbound becomes two 3.5M lanes.  These are inadequate for safe overtaking of 
cyclists who remain on the carriageway and some drivers will squeeze past dangerously. 
 
Cyclists on the carriageway then pass the bus stop which at 2.8M will ensure that busses often stop 
projecting into the left lane causing a further hazard for passing cyclists. 
 
Cyclists on the shared path are then expected to cross the entrance road in two traffic light controlled 
stages via a central cage before continuing past a bus shelter and rejoining the A6 carriageway via a 
substandard 1M slip at precisely the point where two lanes of motors are merging and drivers in the 
left lane will be closing in to the kerb.  There is no cycle lane continuing from this slip.  This is an 
accident waiting to happen. 
 
Northbound cyclists are expected to leave the carriageway onto a two metre path which becomes a 
three metre shared path at the point where pedestrians are gathering waiting for the traffic lights to 
cross to the site.  This is a clear point of conflict.   
 
They are then expected to rejoin the carriageway via the Burrow Bridge road entry.  It is not clear on 
the drawing, and would not be clear on the ground, whether they are expected to push in to the line of 
cars queued up in the Burrow Bridge road and enter via the give way, or to enter the A6 carriageway 



via the entry half of the Burrow Bridge road.  Neither way is satisfactory as an entry into the busy 
carriageway and the idiotic design shown would result in various unsafe manoeuvres.   
 
Meanwhile northbound cyclists who stay on the carriageway are faced with two narrow 3.5 metre 
lanes and a bus stop hazard like those on the southbound side.  This design is unfit for purpose.   
 
Whether two through lanes each way are needed at this junction is open to question.  The fact that 
only one lane is possible each way at Hala Rd and also at Hazelrigg and Galgate means that the 
extra capacity of the two lanes here will not produce any more capacity on the A6 than would single 
through lanes.  A far better use of space would be single through lanes plus the turning lanes shown 
and through cycle lanes: 1.5M northbound and 2M southbound where it is between the through lane 
and the turning lane. 
 
If a shared path is to be included on the east side then it needs to be two way and separated from the 
carriageway by at least 0.5M as per DfT guidance.  It needs to be continuous from at least Collingham 
Park to at least the University entrance and preferably to Galgate (Tarnhouse) to provide good 
sustainable access to the university from both the North and South.   
 
The drawing does not include access to the site from the cycleway from Collingham Park to Bailrigg 
Lane.  That path should be widened as a major route into the site for pedestrians and cyclists coming 
via Hala and should have a direct entry into the site.  The path is currently quite congested at times 
and is not wide enough for a segregated path.  There should also be a path from Bailrigg Lane 
through the upper part of the site to the University Campus near to the Chaplaincy.  The path to the 
sports centre will not be attractive except to access the sports centre as it will then involve a steep 
climb to the main campus. 


