
 A588 Safety Improvements. 

I see from a recent article in the LEP that LCC are to receive Government Funding to 
improve safety on the A588 as one of the most dangerous roads in England.  
 
I frequently have to cycle on the A588 and I find the standard of driving on this road is 
very poor particularly in the late afternoon when many drivers appear to be racing home. 
Many drivers are driving far too fast for the conditions and overtake in stupid places with 
inadequate visibility resulting in cutting in when something comes the other way. 
 
This road is extremely tortuous with lots of sharp bends, most of them with poor forward 
visibility. Most of it is fairly narrow and very little has any footway 
 
The first aim of the improvements should be to bring down speeds along the whole length 
of this road from its junction with the A585 to its junction with the A6 in Lancaster. There 
should be lower speed limits along the whole length together with the well publicised 
introduction of average speed cameras on each section. 
 
The built up sections in Hambleton, Stalmine, Stake Pool and Cockerham are streets where 
people live, where children are expected to walk or cycle to school and where elderly 
residents struggle to cross the road. They should have a maximum speed limit of 20 mph.  
 
Note - within Stake Pool the speed limit is still 40 mph and children walking between the 
RC school on Garstang Road and Taylors Lane have to cross the road just round a bend 
where the footway changes sides. Is it any wonder those parents who can, feel compelled 
to drive their children to school. Speeds need reducing to encourage active travel in line 
with government and council policies. 
 
Outside the settlements the narrow road and frequent sharp bends together with the 
absence of provision for vulnerable road users make this road totally unsuitable for high 
speeds. These sections should all be subject to a maximum speed limit of 40 mph. 
 
There are very few of the bends with double white lines. All the bends should be reviewed 
with regard to the visibility and most should have double white lines. If for some 
technicality regarding the width of the carriageway double white lines cannot be introduced 
then consider a solid centre line surrounded with red textureflex as has been used on the 
road from Bay Horse to Quernmore. 
 
Specific danger areas:-  
 
As a cyclist I find the following locations frequently result is stupid overtaking where the 
impatient driver cannot see adequately. 
 

 The sharp bends as you approach Hambleton from the south and within Hambleton. 
The speed limit for Hambleton should extend round these bends. 

 The bends on the approach into Stake Pool from the SW. 
 The hill up into Cockerham where loss of speed provokes impatient overtaking. 
 The hills up to the junction with Hillam Lane (Both north and south bound). 
 The winding bends on the hill up through Lower Thurnham southbound. 
 The hills up to the junction with the road to Stodday. 

 
I am sure there are other dangerous areas but these are the ones I notice most often as a 
cyclist. 
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