
HEIDRUN PEDALS 50KGS OF PRECIOUS CARGO UP A HILL TO WORK EACH DAY 
 
 

 
Heidrun with 50kg of cargo 

 
 
For 12 years I have been cycling in the North West of England on either a road bike or 
a mountain bike and now a commuter bike.  Four years ago I added a trailer for the 
kids.   
 
My commute is from Galgate to Lancaster University along a quiet country road.  
Sheep and cows graze in the adjacent fields.  The river Conder flows past adding to 
the beauty of the scenery.  Extremely idyllic, one would think?  
 
That’s if it were not for the arguing in the back seats over some toy or other.  Or the 
occasional flat tyre on the trailer loaded with a baby and a toddler.  Then there are 
the U-turns to search for ‘lost’ things.  On one occasion my daughter took her shoe 
off and thought it was hilariously funny to throw it out of the trailer.   
 
But all of these are benign worries compared to the one big problem facing every 
cyclist in this country: the car driver! Being from Germany, I still have not got my 
head around this hate relationship.   
 
Logically, from a car driver’s perspective, cyclists do not compete for a car parking 
space, nor do they congest the roads and positively make the world a better place by 
not emitting any greenhouse gases.   
 



Yet cyclists are seen as a sort of ‘enemy’ on the road.  They are often not given 
enough space when overtaken by a car.  Sometimes regarded as an ‘obstacle’ that a 
car might be stuck behind until the next bend – possibly in 20 metres.  And my 
‘favourite’: an object to be overtaken before braking right in front of it, either at the 
traffic lights or on the zebra crossing - just to make a point, I guess. 
 
I have been in a few quite dangerous situations over the years.  Particularly when 
cars overtake around the bends on Chapel Lane, and I now stop to let impatient 
drivers overtake in order to avoid danger, especially with my kids in the trailer. 
 
In Germany if a bike and a car are involved in an accident, the car driver’s insurance 
will always have to pay most of the damage, even if it was the cyclist’s fault, because 
a car is a more dangerous vehicle than a bike.  This rule makes motorists extremely 
vigilant when it comes to encounters with cyclists, ensuring they stay well clear of 
cyclists.  Such a rule would make my commute, and cycling in the UK a safer and 
happier place. 
 
All in all, I enjoy my daily commute.  Pulling a 50kg trailer keeps me fit and I have 
learned to embrace the west coast weather.  But if any of you should cycle along 
Chapel Lane stay vigilant. 
 

 
Heidrun and passengers 

 
 
 

Heidrun Feuchtmayr 
 


