
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 6 NOVEMBER 2017 

 
Present:    Patricia Clarke, Jim Davies, Claire Duplock, Dick Follows, Paul Stubbins 

 

1. A6 SAFETY 

 
Patricia will recirculate the unfinished draft letter to Keith Iddon and Andrew 

Snowden regarding cycle safety measures at the Pointer roundabout and South 

Road cycle lanes, requesting a meeting.  (Apropos funding for the Pointer, Matt 

Hodges thought that some had been allocated; Patricia had also noticed on the 
Pathfinders Drive planning application that the County were seeking £77,000 

section 106 funding for the Pointer – see 

https://lancasterdynamo.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/pathfinders-highways-

recommendations.pdf).  
 

Paul’s analysis of KSI figures is now on the blog – the link is 

https://lancasterdynamo.wordpress.com/2017/09/15/analysis-of-a6-accident-

data/  

 
Action: Patricia 

 

2. NEW COUNTY COUNCIL CYCLING OFFICERS 

 
Martin Porter, the Principal Network Planning Officer at the County Council, 

contacted Dynamo to introduce the new team.  They are:  Rebekah Porterhouse, 

Steve Cartmell, Dave Taylor and Gregg Bonner.  There will be a general email 

address for the cycling team.  Martin Porter has oversight for safety and cycling, 
traffic signal and traffic counts.   

 

Dick had replied, enquiring about any funding for the Pointer roundabout. 

 

Patricia expressed some concern that the County’s approach to cycling appeared 
to be solely on safety, with little thought to expanding the infrastructure.  While a 

safety focus is welcome, we still need a joined-up network. 

 

3. COUNTY COUNCIL CYCLING BUDGET 
 

Can we ask County Councillor Gina Dowding to take a motion to County Council 

to put aside a specific budget for cycling? 

 
Action:  Paul 

 

4. AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT (IN TERMS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS) 

 
Mr BeardsandTriathlons had replied as follows: 

 

“You can object to an application based on air quality for any 

application, it doesn't have to be inside an AQMA, but what to look 

for is how much traffic generated by the development will pass 
through or go into an AQMA. A rough estimate is that each new 

house will generate 3-4 trips per day, so a 100-house development 

will have close to 400 car movements, every day. Many 

submissions will not submit an air quality assessment, so I try to 
object when these show up. 

 

“Something else to look out for is a Damage Cost Calculation. This 

attempts to put a financial cost of air pollution. It is similar to a 
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Section 106 agreement, but is additional. The cost should be spent 

on schemes that will improve air quality, e.g. EV charging points, 
green travel plan, cycle paths, etc.” 

 

Patricia will try to look at planning applications through this prism, and will copy 

this to Councillor Jon Barry, who is now on the Planning Committee. 
 

Action: Patricia 

 

5. “SAFE PASS” SCHEME BY BIKE BOBBIES AND BUYING A CAMERA 
 

Dick has asked the Bike Bobbies for specifications of their camera so that 

Dynamo can purchase one of its own and lend it out to Dynamo members.  The 

police have confirmed that they would be willing to view any footage. 
 

We need a record of who borrows it and when.  Members need to commit to using 

it responsibly and not to lend it to others and to return it to us at the end of an 

agreed period.   

 
Patricia will chase Ben for an article for the blog about using a camera while 

cycling so that we can point members to it. 

 

Action: Dick, Patricia, Ben 
 

6. DYNAMO AGM 

 

Everyone agreed it went very well. 
 

7. SALT AYRE RACE TRACK – MEETING COGSET PARENTS 

 

Dick will contact Paul Andrews to follow up the latter’s suggestion that Dynamo 

meets Cogset parents.  Dick will ask Paul to encourage parents in advance to 
engage, otherwise we may just end up as hangers-on. 

 

Action: Dick 

 
8. LANCASTER GUARDIAN ARTICLES ON CYCLE COMMUTERS 

 

Good news.  The Lancaster Guardian has agreed to run 6 short articles about 

cycle commuters (based on the Dynamo newsletter articles).  Dick already had 
accounts from 4 commuters and has received 3 more from University cyclists.  He 

is editing them for the newspaper and will send them in once complete. 

 

Once these articles appear, Dick will contact Helen Pidd again from the Guardian 
to see if she would be interested – as an antidote to the usual London-centric 

cycling articles.   

 

Action: Dick 

  
9. COMMUNITY FUND – HEYSHAM OFF-ROAD PATH 

 

At the AGM there was a brief discussion about the proposed Heysham off-road 

route and the County’s lack of identified funding to bring it about.  A new member 
had alerted Dynamo to a community fund offered by DONG (operating Walney 

Island offshore wind farm) – see www.grantscape.org.uk/fund/walney-extension-

community-fund. Grants of up to £75,000 are available, and the qualifying 

geographic area includes Lancaster and Heysham.   
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Patricia had looked at the criteria.  It would have to be up to the County Council 
to submit an application (local authorities are able to apply) since they are the 

only body who could build the path, so Patricia will contact the relevant person at 

the County Council to draw their attention to the fund. 

 
Action: Patricia 

 

10. 20MPH SPEED LIMITS QUESTIONNAIRE 

   
Dick had received a survey from 20’s Plenty with a survey on 20mph zones.  

Patricia will add this to the blog and put in next e-newsletter.   

 

Action: Patricia 
 

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

Patricia had objected to one planning application in Hornby on the grounds of no 

cycle provision.  There is another application for 11 houses in Hornby (ref 
17/01327/OUT), which Patricia will object to on the same grounds. 

 

Action: Patricia  

 
12. ALEX BRETT, MOBILE CYCLE MECHANIC 

 

Alex is a Dynamo member and also a mobile cycle mechanic.  He wants to 

advertise with Dynamo – i.e. to go on the blog and to put an advert in the next 
paper newsletter.  Patricia will reply to him, offering to add him to the blog and to 

the next e-newsletter, but will also warn him that the next paper newsletter is 

another 11 months away. 

 

Action: Patricia 
 

13. LIVEABLE CITIES FINDINGS – 21 NOVEMBER 

 

Dynamo has been invited to hear the findings of the Liveable Cities research team 
based at Lancaster University at The Borough from 6-8.30pm on 21 November.  

Paul and Patricia are interested in going.  Vegetarian x 2. 

 

Action: Patricia will reply for both 
 

14. MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS BY BACS 

 

Jim will let Patricia know of anyone whose payment has been received recently.   
 

Action: Patricia, Jim 

 

15. GREYHOUND BRIDGE CLOSURE  

 
Should we contact Matt Hodges to ask him if he has heard anything more about 

the cycling arrangements while the bridge is closed? 

 

Action: Patricia 
 

  



16. STATE OF THE GREENWAY/SHARED-USE PATHS 

 
This was raised at the AGM.  The Lancaster-Halton path is in a bad state with 

rotting leaves.  We should contact Gary Bowker cc: Mark Davies at the City 

Council about cleaning. 

 
Action: Patricia 

 

17. ITEMS FOR THE DECEMBER E-NEWSLETTER 

 
• Offer of the camera (when it is purchased).   

• Ask for members to help revive various campaigns that are stuck; e.g. can 

anyone help by writing to local councillor or whatever.  (Heysham, South Road 

petition, condition of cyclepaths).  Give them names of councillors or officers 
to contact.   

• New cycle mechanic? 

 

18. CANAL TOWPATH 

 
Anna had offered Community Payback workers to the Canal & River Trust.  They 

are on a list, but it might be a while before they are used. 

 

Patricia will email her contact at the Canal & River Trust to say that the 
Community Payback people are ready and leaves are falling . . . 

 

Action: Patricia 

 
19. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 

Tuesday 12 December at 7.30 p.m. at Dick and Patricia’s. 


