
MINUTES OF DYNAMO MEETING HELD 22 JANUARY 2013     

  

Present:    Patricia Clarke, Dick Follows, Richard Gibbens, John Leach, Rob Lowe, Paul 

Stubbins 

  

1.    Minutes of previous meeting 

  

1.1    Treasurer 

  

Patricia handed over the Nationwide passbook to John, who will need to go to the 

building society with forms of ID to become an additional signatory on the account.  John 

will also change the signatories for the Alliance & Leicester account. 

  

Action:    John 

  

1.2    Lancaster City Centre pedestrian area 

  

Despite chasing City CouncillorJanice Hanson, Patricia has had no reply.  Pat Douglass 

from County advises that the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for the city centre will 

not be coming out until the summer.  We will need to object as soon as the order comes 

out.  Meanwhile, Patricia will chase Janice Hanson and send the email to Rob. 

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

1.3    Cars parking in Chapel Street contraflow 

  

Dick had emailed the County, and has had no response from County.  Dick to chase 

again. 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

1.4    Local Plan 

  

John reports that a second draft is due out around Easter time.  We will need to cross 

reference that with our response. 

  

1.5    Gritting of icy paths 

  

Dick had emailed Highways and received the usual incomprehensible response.  Dick 

followed it up with County Councillor Tim Ashton, who explained that the County 

instructs the City when to grit.  The routes to keep open are the Lancaster-Morecambe 

path and the University route, and the latest news is that the former has been done.  As 

a general rule, however, the County does not grit cycle routes.   

  

1.6    Dynamo funds 

  

At the last meeting it had been proposed to spend Dynamo funds on an initial survey of 

the A6.  Dick had contacted the CTC and Sustrans, without much luck.  A contact of 

Dave Horton had advised that there is little point in going further along the surveying 

route as getting a cycle facility in place is not a question of measurements but of political 

will, so the funds will not be needed for this.  However, they may be needed for 

consultation exercise (see below). 

  

2.    A6 

  

Dick proposed that, if the Jacobs report is not favourable (or does not appear at all), 

Dynamo should have a campaign to “embarrass” the Council into doing something about 



the A6.  It is unclear why the Jacobs report (due out last summer) has been postponed.  

John proposed looking at the County’s website to see how much has been spent on 

Jacobs, as he understood that all sums over £500 or so should be listed individually.  It 

is equally unclear if the work on the A6 is dependent on the appearance of the report.  

Dick suggested asking either County Councillors Sam Riches or Tim Ashton about this.   

Dick to chase Tim Ashton on the following:  the date of the publication of the Jacobs 

report; the planned start date for works on the A6; what is the proposed interval 

between the publication the report and the start date for the works; is the funding 

affected by any delays to the programme? 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

John had forwarded Alasdair Simpson’s response to using the new cycle paths in 

Brighton as a model for the A6.  One of the arguments against was the lack of public 

support.  Paul suggested going out to consult people to gauge the degree of support for 

our A6 vision.  We would need to frame our questions and articulate our vision carefully.  

Social media would be key here and we may need a Facebook page.  Could we use the 

old celebrating cycling email list to ask people to take part in a survey?  (Does Gary 

Bowker still have access to it?)  We could stand beside the cycle path to survey cyclists 

as a first step.  We could ask County Council candidates for their views.  We could have 

some kind of display.  View this as a public consultation exercise.   

  

Action:    Next meeting: consultation/campaign plan.  We need as much 

information as we can by the next meeting.   

  

Things to note:   

  

� We could pay to get someone in from outside to help us with publicity/Facebook 

page/presentation.   

� Ask Brighton cycle campaigners for their take on Shoreham Old Road.  
� First job is to articulate our vision and find  images for it. 

First send our draft submission to Tim Ashton and add the Brighton model to it.   

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

3.    TRIXI MIRRORS 

  

The County is fixing up trixi mirrors outside Waterstones, but it is hard to see how this is 

actually going to get more people cycling.  They seem to highlight cycling danger rather 

than encouraging cycling. 

  

4.    LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETINGS     

  

There is Cycle design meeting in Preston on Friday 25 January at 2 p.m.  This will include 

the Central Lancashire Transport Management Plan, the agenda for the Cycle Liaison 

meeting, update on cycle accident schemes (if any), and an update on the Preston Local 

Sustainable Transport Fund scheme.  [Patricia was unable to go.  There is a Lancaster 

Cycle Design meeting at 2 p.m. on 8 February.  Patricia can go to that.] 

  

The Cycle Liaison meeting is due to be held on Wednesday 13 February in Preston.  Can 

anyone go to that?   

  

Lancaster Forum is on Wednesday 6 March at the Gregson.   

  



5.    BOOTHS HALA CROSSING PROPOSAL 

  

A resident had raised this with Councillor Riches.  S/he used the pedestrian crossing 

timings to cross the junction, and Sam Riches wondered what Dynamo’s position was.  It 

was clear that we favour maintaining the presumption of remaining on the road. 

  

6.    LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL QUESTION 

  

Councillor Riches had asked a question of the full Council meeting in mid-December 

about the health aspects of cycling.  Should we ask her to raise another question at the 

next full Council meeting? 

  

Action:    Dick 

  

7.    ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON CYCLING 

  

Patricia to see if there is anything to email to all members on this.   

  

Action:    Patricia 

  

8.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 

Thursday 28 February 

 


